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Angels and Demons - Part 5 of 9  
adairsvillesda.org 

December 29, 2018 

Recap - Last week we journeyed from the time before the flood all the way to 
the exodus from Egypt and the journey to the promised land. We learned about 
two opposing principles each represented by a side in the controversy between 
good and evil. We learned that God has a cure for Sin and Selfishness. We 
learned more of the continued unfolding of the plan of saving man through a 
system called the sanctuary and the atonement. 


Prayer:  
———————————————————-


Israel finally enters the land promised to Abraham and his descendants


-at first all is well - they are told the result of living by the law of unselfishness vs. 
selfishly like the nations around them. They care for the poor, they are giving… 
25% of their income (tithe/offering) 1-2 months/year of holiday/vacation

-the time of the judges - Deborah, Gideon, Samson,

-the time of the kings, Saul, David, Solomon. 

-in Solomon’s life Israel becomes what God intended - a blessing to the world 


But something happens. Solomon forgets how the law given on Sinai began…


Exodus 20:2 - “2 I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”


This was the context of the commandments given on Sinai - I redeemed you, I 
took you out of slavery and gave you a home in the land of milk and honey so 
please - don’t worship other gods! Don’t carve them, Don’t mold them, don’t 
bow down to them. They didn’t do anything for you and never will! 


Solomon forgets this, he has a new strategy as a brand evangelist - he will share 
the story of salvation with the nations around by sleeping with, I mean marrying 
their women. Eventually he has nearly 1000 women at the palace (700 as wives, 
300 as concubines). Because of all this, he became effeminate. 


And eventually he begins to set up worship to the gods of the nations around 
him as a favor to his wives. 


Imagine - one day at the King’s palace in Israel - Solomon is looking out at the 
Mount of Olives - and sees places where worship to the heathen deities was 
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taking place. Not just there but on all the hills around Jerusalem. They begin to 
worship the gods of the nations around them. Who were these gods?  

Ashtoreth 
Also called Astarte, or Ashtoreth (plural), the Moon goddess of the Canaanites was 
connected with fertility and maternity.  King Solomon, influenced by his foreign wives, 
fell into Ashtoreth worship, which led to his downfall.


Baal (cow) 
Baal, sometimes called Bel, was the supreme god among the Canaanites, worshiped 
in many forms, but often as a sun god. He was a fertility god who supposedly made 
the earth bear crops and women bear children. Rites involved with Baal worship 
included cult prostitution and sometimes human/child sacrifice. 


Chemosh (cow) 
Chemosh, the subduer, was the national god of the Moabites and was also 
worshiped by the Ammonites. Rites involving this god were said to be cruel also and 
may have involved human sacrifice. Solomon erected an altar to Chemosh south of the 
Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem, on the Hill of Corruption. (2 Kings 23:13)


Dagon(fish and a human head) 
This god of the Philistines had the body of a fish and a human head and hands in its 
statues. Dagon was a god of water and grain. Samson, the Hebrew judge, met his 
death at the temple of Dagon. 


Egyptian Gods (most often depicted as a bird head) 
Ancient Egypt had more than 40 false gods.They included Ra (bird head/human 
body), creator sun god; Isis, goddess of magic; Osiris, lord of the afterlife; Anubis - 
god of the dead, Thoth, god of wisdom and the moon; and Horus, god of the 
sun.  The Ten Plagues of God against Egypt were humiliations of ten specific 
Egyptian gods.  


Marduk (cow) 
This god of the Babylonians (Baal) was associated with fertility and vegetation.  He 
was also worshiped by the Assyrians and Persians.


Milcom, Moloch, Molech (bird or cow head/human body) 
This national god of the Ammonites was associated with divination, seeking 
knowledge of the future through occult means,. Child sacrifice was sometimes 
connected with Milcom. He was among the false gods worshiped by Solomon at the 
close of his reign. 


But Who are these gods? Did they reveal themselves to men at one point? They 
must have displayed some sort of power to be worshipped? Who were they? 

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-philistines-117390
https://www.thoughtco.com/samson-judge-and-nazirite-701177
https://www.thoughtco.com/plagues-of-egypt-ancient-jewish-history-118238
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Deuteronomy 32:17 - “They sacrificed to demons, which are 
not God, gods they had not known...,"  

The Heathen nations worshipped demons, devils - the fallen angels  

The gods of the heathen were believed to be the deified spirits of departed 
heroes. The religion of the heathen was believed to be a worship of the dead. 
Speaking of the apostasy of the Israelites, David says, “They joined themselves also 
unto Baal-peor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead” (Psalm 106:28), that is, sacrifices 
that had been offered to the dead.  - PP 684


The “familiar spirits” that many recieved messages from were not the spirits of the 
dead, but the fallen angels….


From the book Patriarchs and Prophets we read “Ancient idolatry and false 
worship, including both worship of the dead and pretended communion with 
them, is declared by the Bible to have been demon worship. The apostle Paul, in 
warning his brethren against participating, in any manner, in the idolatry of their 
heathen neighbors, says, “The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
devils, and not to God, and I don’t want you to have fellowship with devils.” 1 
Corinthians 10:20. The psalmist, speaking of Israel, says that “they sacrificed 
their sons and their daughters unto devils,” and in the next verse he explains that 
they sacrificed them “unto the idols of Canaan.”Psalm 106:37, 38 (Baal and 
Ashtoreth, The sun god and moon god) .  

In their supposed worship of dead men they were in reality worshiping demons - 
fallen angels. PP 685.4 

It is foretold in the Scriptures, that “in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of demons.” 1 Timothy 4:1. Paul, in his 
second letter to the Thessalonians, points to the special working of Satan in 
spiritualism as an event to take place immediately before the second advent of 
Christ. Speaking of Christ's second coming, he declares that it is “after the working of 
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9. 


We are even told that the day is coming when “heathen deities will manifest their 
signal power, and will exhibit themselves before the cities of the world; TM 117


Think about it. Not only worshiping the very beings who God intended them to replace 
their spots in heaven, but also talking to them believing the doctrine of the snake in 
Eden - that death is but a passing to another realm. 


https://www.thoughtco.com/book-of-deuteronomy-701119
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—Israel is taken into slavery again-- to Babylon. Had Satan won 
the war? Was Israel to be no more? Was the line of David extinct 
so that no Messiah could come?——


PK 479 - “Among the children of Israel who were carried captive to Babylon at the 
beginning of the seventy years’ captivity were Christian patriots, men who were as true 
as steel to principle, who would not be corrupted by selfishness, but who would 
honor God at the loss of all things. In the land of their captivity these men were to carry 
out God's purpose by giving to heathen nations the blessings that come through a 
knowledge of Jehovah.”


We meet Daniel - shown the future of the world, the dates of when the Messiah would 
come, when the sanctuary would finally be cleansed of sin and how the war would end 
on earth. 


He gives us a glimpse of the physical war behind the scenes

What are the rules of engagement?  
There seems to be rules that we still don’t fully grasp.

	 Daniel 9 / 10  - Princes and Kings  

- purpose of prayer - requesting help or giving permission, Also humility -realizing who 
is in charge 


- the rules of the great controversy - Job showed us there are councils, there are 
permissions given. God ultimately is in control at all times


- Michael - The Archangel the commander of the armies in heaven - (Rev 12/19), the 
Archangel who resurrected Moses -(Job 1), The one who presides in Judgment- the 
Great Prince - stands watch over the people of God, (Dan 12:1)


- Angels over empires -Ezekiel 28/Isaiah 14 - an address to the Princes and Kings


Here’s an interesting quote by -Burton Coffman: “Why did Christ elect to enter the 
arena of human life as a man and to suffer and die for human redemption, 
whereas it is revealed that he made no such decision or movement on behalf of 
fallen angels who also had sinned? People have offered learned explanations why 
such should have been so, alleging that angels sinned with their eyes open, 
whereas man was deceived, and that angels found the source of temptations 
within themselves and not from an external source, as in the case of man;"  


Think of the unfilled angels who had defected but came back How grateful are 
the angels who defected and repented?- Like a flight missed that crashed!!!! 
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The Fallen - The Demons - heathen gods -  Jinn/ Shayatin, 
Shaitan, What do we know? They have specialities, order, divisions, ranks,  

1 Kings 22:19 - 23 - 19Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I 
saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing on His right 
hand and on His left.

20And the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab to march up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’
And one suggested this, and another that.
21Then a spirit came forward, stood before the LORD, and said, ‘I will entice him.’a
‘By what means?’ asked the LORD.
22And he replied, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’
‘You will surely entice him and prevail,’ said the LORD. ‘Go and do it.’
23So you see, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of 
yours, and the LORD has pronounced disaster against you.”

-Psalms 78:43/49- How he had wrought his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in 
the field of Zoan…….He cast upon them the fierceness of his anger, wrath, and 
indignation, and trouble, by sending evil angels among them.


-Evil angels - Possession, Oppression,  
-Story of Job 1/2 - For future reference


- Strife

- Intemperance

- Unkindness

- Selfishness 

- Greed

- Jealousy

- Passion

- Hysterics and Satanic 

Imaginings

- Ambition**** 
- Heresy

- Appetite

- Darkness

- Lust

- Hatred

- Rebellion

- Revenge

- Covetousness

- Fear

- Criticism

- Rivalry

- Dissension


- Contention

- Gossip 
- Talebearing

- Murmuring

- Pride

- Vanity

- Impurity

- Worldliness

-  Pharisaism

-  Resistance to the Truth

- Backbiting

- Opposition

- Complaint 

- Slothfulness

- Questioning

- Unbelief

- Authority

- Anarchy

- War

- Persecution

- Commercialism

- Controversy


- Speculation

- Idolatry

- Intolerance

- Resistance

- Conformity to worldly 

customs

- Insubordination

- Dissatisfaction 

- Scolding

- Fretting

- Repining

- Discontent

- Insurrection 

-Error

-Disaffection

-Cruelty

-Self Exaltation

-Fanaticism

-Unbelief

-Questioning

-Heaviness

-Schoolmaster 

-Distressing spirit/depressing spirit - 

-Saul or Sickness NT/Job


https://biblehub.com/1_kings/22-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_kings/22-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_kings/22-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_kings/22-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_kings/22-23.htm
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The Angels - Unfallen - The Guardians?  
Psalm 34:7 - Jesus himself - The Angel of the Lord - The angel of the LORD 
encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.


Psalm 91:11 - For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in 
all your ways.


Hebrews 1:14 - “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those 
who will inherit salvation?” 

“Bless the LORD, you His angels, Mighty in strength, who perform His word, Obeying 
the voice of His word! Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, You who serve Him, doing His 
will” (Ps. 103:20-21)

Matthew 18:10 may suggest a guardian angel because of the statement Christ made 
regarding little children when He said, “See that you do not despise one of these little 
ones, for I say to you, that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My 
Father who is in heaven.” 

Ministering Spirits have skills:  

-Love

-Truth

-Inspiration

-The Gospel

-Prophecy

-Liberality

-Beneficence

-Brotherly Love

-Fidelity to God

-Meekness

-Kindness

-Tenderness

-Patience

-Benevolence

-Hospitality

-Prophetic Power

-Self - Sacrifice

-True Ministry

-of Heaven

-Ministry


-Sacrifice

-The Holy Oracles

-Worship

-Forgiveness

-Christian courtesy

-Candor

-Inquiry

-Wisdom

-Service

-Self Denial

-True Protestantism

-Conversion

-Grace

-Gentleness

-True Fasting and Prayer

-Fellowship

-unwavering kindness

-Earnest Labor

-Devotion

-Unselfish Love


-Gratitude

-real Advancement

-Humility

-The Master of education

-knowledge and fear of the 
Lord

-counsel and Might

-wisdom and understanding 

*** spirit of judgment 

Spirit of burning (Isaiah)

-A Learner

-Mercy

-conviction

-Unity

-courtesy

-true and undefiled religion 

-Power

-Sound Mind

-Glory

-Counsel and Might 

javascript:%7B%7D
javascript:%7B%7D
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Angels are active in day to day affairs:  
We learn of countless moments in history of the active role of angels and 
demons in the affairs of men. But imagine when angels must stand back and let 
the enemy gain a victory? 


Angels that visited Sodom - spoke with men, ate with them. - Hebrews 13:2 
“2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained 
angels unaware.”


The angel who kills 185,000 men in the Assyrian army in one night


Fed Elijah and Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11/1 Kings 19:5-6)


The angels who we are told tore down the walls of Jericho


To those in prison, “angels have  and will come to them in lonely cells, bringing 
light and peace from heaven. The prison will be as a palace”


Could men see with heavenly vision, they would behold companies of angels 
that excel in strength stationed about - With sympathizing tenderness, angels 
have witnessed their distress and have heard and recorded their prayers. GC 
630.2


Others are defended by angels in the form of men of war. GC 631


Commenting on Psalm 34:7 Ellen White writes - “Though the rulers of this world 
know it not, yet often in their councils angels have been spokesmen. Human 
eyes have looked upon them; human ears have listened to their appeals; human 
lips have opposed their suggestions and ridiculed their counsels; human hands 
have met them with insult and abuse. In the council hall and the court of justice 
these heavenly messengers have shown an intimate acquaintance with human 
history; they have proved themselves better able to plead the cause of the 
oppressed than were their ablest and most eloquent defenders. They have 
defeated purposes and arrested evils that would have greatly retarded the work 
of God and would have caused great suffering to His people. In the hour of peril 
and distress “the angel of the Lord encamps around about them that fear 
Him, and delivered them.” Psalm 34:7. GC 632.


We see clearly behind the curtain of the war and the reality that According to -
Ephesians 6:12 - “12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 
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CLOSING 
Israel leaves Babylon, rebuild the wall of Jerusalem - the City of Peace, but they 
continue to sink into irrelevance and selfishness. They never want to be taken captive 
again so the leaders - eventually come to be known as Pharisees and Saducees forget 
the story and the purpose for man. They don’t understand the nature of the coming of 
Messiah the Prince. The earth nearly loses it’s representatives, the prophets 
disappeared for hundreds of years….until the time that Daniel foretold was coming to 
an end- the 490 year prophecy - the 70 week prophecy - a voice of one in the 
wilderness declaring “Behold the Lamb of God…who takes away the sin of the world” 


APPEAL 
Addiction - No Self Control - Covetousness - Distressed for no reason - Pharisaism - 
gossip - Sickness with no hope - Appetite - Revenge - Anger - Hatred - Guilt 
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——————————————————— 

Appendix 
*Demon of Ambition 
“Christ came to a people who were deceived and deluded by the demon of ambition. 
At that time they were under the Roman yoke, but they expected One to come who 
would establish a kingdom from which would be excluded every other people on the 
earth. He was to break the heathen yoke, to lift up His people, and set them with 
princes. All nations were to be summoned to appear before the One sent by God, and 
there called upon to surrender themselves or be consumed. Signs of the Times 
January 10, 1900,”


Who is Michael 
Jesus is Michael - Amazing Facts Study Content below - http://
www.amazingfacts.org/media-library/book/e/85/t/who-is-michael-the-archangel


Matthew Henry, believed Michael to be the preincarnate personage of Christ - The Son 
of God


The phrase "angel of the Lord" is found 68 times in Scripture. Sometimes it applies to 
Gabriel who appeared to Daniel, Zacharias, and Mary. But Gabriel is called "an" angel 
of the Lord (Luke 1:11). He is not referred to as "the" angel of the Lord. Neither is he 
ever called the archangel. 


The first three of these references to Michael are in the Old Testament book of the 
prophet Daniel. The last two are mentioned in the New Testament books of Jude and 
Revelation. 


Chief of the Angels

First, let's consider the meaning of some words and names. In the Greek New 
Testament, the word "angel" means "messenger," and "arch" means "chief, principle, 
greatest, or highest." So "archangel" simply means "highest or greatest messenger." 
The Hebrew name "Michael," found in the Old Testament, means "who is like God" or 
sometimes it forms a question: "Who is like God?" So the title Michael the archangel 
can be translated as "The greatest messenger who is God.


The Angel of the Lord


http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Luke%201.11
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The phrase "angel of the Lord" is found 68 times in Scripture. Sometimes it applies to 
Gabriel who appeared to Daniel, Zacharias, and Mary. But Gabriel is called "an" angel 
of the Lord (Luke 1:11). He is not referred to as "the" angel of the Lord. Neither is he 
ever called the archangel.


Gabriel is probably one of the two covering cherubs who flank the throne of God. 
Remember that he said to Zacharias, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of 
God," (Luke 1:19). Lucifer once held the other position before his fall (Ezekiel 28:14). If 
the highest rank held by an angel is that of the covering cherubs by the throne of God 
then who and what is an archangel? And who is this mighty individual identified as "the 
angel of the Lord" who performs such prominent roles in the redemption of man? 


Hagar

After Hagar the handmaid of Abraham bore Ishmael, she and the barren Sarah could 
no longer coexist peacefully. Sarah dealt severely with her now haughty hand- maid 
until Hagar fled into the desert. "And the angel of the Lord found her by a fountain of 
water in the wilderness" (Genesis 16:7). The angel told Hagar to go back and submit to 
Sarah and promised that her son, Ishmael, would be the father of a great nation. When 
the "angel" disappeared, Hagar "called the name of the Lord that spake unto her, Thou 
God seest me" (verse 13). It appears Hagar recognized that the "angel of the Lord" 
who had spoken to her was really God. But keep reading; it gets clearer!


Abraham

God told Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac on mount Moriah. Just as he was about to 
plunge the dagger into his son of promise, the angel of the Lord stopped him. "And the 
angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, 'Abraham, Abraham:' and he 
said, 'Here am I.' And he said, 'Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any 
thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son from me'" (Genesis 22:11, 12). 


It is clear that Abraham was offering his son to God and not to a mere angel. "And the 
angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And said, 'By 
myself have I sworn,' saith the Lord, 'for because thou hast done this thing, and hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, … because thou 
hast obeyed my voice'" (Genesis 22:15-18). In recounting this experience of Abraham 
in Acts 3:25, Peter also identifies this "angel of the Lord" who made a covenant with 
the Patriarch as God.


Jacob

While fleeing from his angry brother Esau, Jacob had a dream in which God confirmed 
the covenant of Abraham to him. After receiving assurance that God would be with him 
and bring him back safely to his home in Canaan, Jacob vowed to return to God a tithe 
of all his increase. He set up the stone he had been using for a pil- low and anointed it 
with oil to solemnize his vow. Then he named the place Beth-el, or house of God, since 
God had appeared to him there. 


http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Luke%201.11
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Luke%201.19
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Ezekiel%2028.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%2016.7
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%2022.11
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%2022.12
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%2022.15-18
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%203.25
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Twenty years later, Jacob was on his way back home, not a penniless fugitive, but a 
wealthy man. God decided to remind Jacob who had really brought him success. 
Here's how Jacob recounted the story: "And the angel of God spake unto me in a 
dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I" (Genesis 31:11). In verse 13, this "angel of 
God" identifies Himself: "I am the God of Beth-el, where thou anointedst the pillar, and 
where thou vowedst a vow unto me." 


Then, when Jacob wrestled with a heavenly being (Genesis 32:22-32), he was given a 
new name and blessed him. Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, "For I have 
seen God face to face, and my life is preserved" (verse 30). In the New Testament, 
Jesus is the one who blesses His people and gives them a new name (Matthew 5:3-12; 
Revelation 2:17). As you can see, it is becoming increasingly clear that the angel of the 
Lord is Jesus Himself. 


When Jacob was on his deathbed blessing Joseph's two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, he used the terms "angel" and "God" interchangeably. "God, before whom 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this 
day, The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads" (Genesis 48:15, 16). 


The Scriptures are very clear there is neither a redeemer nor savior but God. "I, even I, 
am the LORD, And besides Me there is no savior; Thus says the LORD, your 
Redeemer" (Isaiah 43:11, 14). Once again we see that the angel who redeemed Jacob 
is another name for our Redeemer, Jesus! 


Moses

Moses saw a burning bush that was not consumed. "And the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush" (Exodus 3:2). Verse 4 
identifies this angel: "God called unto him out of the midst of the bush." And in verse 6 
He identifies Himself again. "I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." The angel of the Lord identifies Himself as God! 

 

In his last sermon before he was stoned to death, Stephen agrees with the Exodus 
account. "And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness 
of mount Sinai an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush. When Moses saw it, he 
wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came 
unto him, Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob" (Acts 7:30-32). 


Israel

In another instance, the children of Israel were led through the wilderness by God. 
"And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and 
by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night" (Exodus 13:21). 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%2031.11
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%2032.22-32
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Matthew%205.3-12
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Revelation%202.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%2048.15
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%2048.16
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Isaiah%2043.11
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Isaiah%2043.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Exodus%203.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%207.30-32
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Exodus%2013.21
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Moses later describes this being that led them this way: "And the angel of God, which 
went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the 
cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them" (Exodus 14:19). Again, "the 
angel of God" is identified as God.


Balaam

The angel of the Lord again figures prominently in the story of Balaam and his talking 
donkey. It is this angel who saves the donkey from her merciless master and nearly kills 
the covetous prophet, who is on his way to curse God's people (Numbers 22:21-35). 
After Balaam's close brush with death, "the angel of the Lord said unto Balaam, Go 
with the men: but only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shall 
speak" (verse 35). The next chapter reveals who put the words in the prophet's mouth: 
"And God met Balaam: … And the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said, 
Return unto Balak, and thus shalt thou speak" (Numbers 23:4, 5). Here again, "the 
angel of the Lord" turns out to be God Himself. 


Judges

Now let's move on to the book of Judges, where we read, "And an 'angel of the LORD' 
came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have 
brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break 
my covenant with you" (2:1). By now we should recognize a pattern. Just who brought 
the Israelites out of Egypt and made the covenant with Israel that He would never 
break—the angel of the Lord or pre-incarnate son of GOD Himself? Yes! The answer is 
both, one and the same.


Gideon

Gideon has an encounter with the angel of the Lord in the book of Judges. The angel 
tells Gideon that the Lord is with him. Gideon points to the oppression of Israel by the 
Midianites as evidence to the contrary. "And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in 
this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I 
sent thee?" (Judges 6:14). Throughout the rest of the narrative, the person speaking to 
Gideon is identified interchangeably as the Lord, the angel of the Lord, and the angel of 
God. 


Manoah

Samson's mother, the wife of Manoah, was barren. "And the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto the woman" (Judges 13:3). This angel told her she would bear a son 
who would deliver the apostate Israelites from their heathen oppressors. She quickly 
called Manoah, who prayed for another visit from the "man of God." When the angel 
came the second time, Manoah asked him his name. The King James says that the 
angel told Manoah that his name was "Secret," with a margin notation that translates it 
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as "Wonderful." This immediately makes us think of Isaiah's familiar prophecy that 
Jesus would be called, "Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace" (Isaiah 9:6). The name "Wonderful" for the angel of the Lord who 
appeared to Manoah connects this "angel" with the coming Messiah who was to be 
called "Wonderful." 


Once again, after seeing this "Wonderful messenger," Manoah declared they had seen 
God. And Manoah said to his wife, "We shall surely die, because we have seen 
God!" (Judges 13:22). 


No One has Seen the Father

Suddenly we have more leads than we can follow! We can clearly see that "angel of the 
Lord" is frequently identified to be God Himself. But the Bible states, "No man hath 
seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him" (John 1:18). John 6:46 also tells us, "Not that any man hath seen 
the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father." Obviously, since no man 
has seen God the Father, all of these Old Testament sightings of God as the "angel of 
the Lord" must have been Jesus, God the Son, veiling His glory so they could endure 
His presence without being consumed.


The Angel of the Covenant

One of the most famous messianic prophecies is found in Malachi 3:1: "Behold, I will 
send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom 
ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts." 


The messenger of the covenant spoken of here in Malachi is clearly a reference to the 
advent of Jesus Christ. The word translated as messenger (mal'ak) is the same exact 
word used in the previous Old Testament passages translated as angel of the Lord. So 
this would also be a proper translation: "Behold, I will send my angel, and he shall 
prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, even the angel of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 
saith the LORD of hosts. What could be clearer? 


Rebuking the Accuser

There is one more important reference in which the angel of the Lord appears in the 
Old Testament. The prophet Zechariah was given a vision of Joshua the high priest 
standing before the angel of the Lord. Satan is standing at his right hand to resist him. 
Here we see two adversaries contending over a sinful human being. Joshua's filthy 
garment symbolizes his sin. (Zechariah 3:3). 
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In this narrative, the name changes quickly from "the angel of the Lord" (verse 1) to 
"the Lord" (verse 2), indicating again that they are the same. Then the Lord makes an 
interesting statement. "And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O 
Satan" (Zechariah 3:2). There is only one other place in Scripture, Jude 9, where this 
sentence is found—and Michael the archangel speaks it! 


In the short epistle of Jude, we witness a vignette similar to Joshua and the angel in 
Zechariah. "Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed 
about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, 
The Lord rebuke thee" (Jude 1:9). The situations are amazingly parallel: Christ and 
Satan are contending over the fate of two of God’s great human leaders (a living one in 
the case of Joshua, and a dead one in the case of Moses). The debate is ended 
abruptly when Jesus says, "The Lord rebuke thee." 


This passage raises another valid question. Some people are confused by part of this 
verse in Jude 1:9where Michael rebukes the devil. They wonder: If Michael is really 
another name for Jesus, then why does he invoke the name of the Lord when rebuking 
Satan? Why not do it Himself as He did when tempted in the wilderness. "Then saith 
Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan" (Matthew 4:10). 


In studying the Scriptures and language of Jesus, we quickly see it was a very 
common practice for Jesus to speak of Himself in the second person, as in Luke 18:8: 
"Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?" And if 
there is still any lingering question, we have this other clear Scripture in Zechariah 3:2, 
where the Lord does the same thing Michael does in Jude. He invokes His own name 
when rebuking the devil. "And the LORD said to Satan, 'The LORD rebuke you, 
Satan!'" Perhaps these Scriptures are examples of God the Son, appealing to the name 
of His Father in rebuking Satan. 


Michael the Prince

Michael is mentioned more in Daniel than in any other book in Scripture. (See Daniel 
10:13; 10:21; 12:1.) In all three references, He is called a prince—your prince and the 
great prince. Isaiah's prophecy about the Messiah (Isaiah 9:6) reveals one of the key 
names he says that would apply to the Messiah is "Prince of Peace."


There is another verse in Daniel 8:25 where the "Prince of princes" is mentioned. Again, 
the cosmic conflict is being played out with Christ on one side and the devil on the 
other, with humanity serving as the battlefield. "Prince of princes" is actually the same 
term that is translated "prince of the host" in verse 11. This is similar to "Lord of 
lords" (Psalm 136:3), "God of gods" (Deuteronomy 10:17), and "King of 
kings" (Revelation 19:16). All these are titles of deity. He is even referred to as "Messiah 
the Prince" (Daniel 9:25).


Who is this being that the angels call the Great Prince? Let's let the Bible tell us.
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Isaiah 9:6: "And his name shall be called …The Prince of Peace."  


Acts 3:14, 15: "But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and … killed the Prince of 
life."  


Acts 5:30, 31: "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on 
a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour."  


Revelation 1:5: "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first 
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth."


These verses clearly echo with three verses in Daniel in which Michael is called a 
"prince."


Is Michael Only One of Many?

Daniel 10:13 is probably the most difficult verse regarding Michael: "But the prince of 
the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the 
chief princes, came to help me." It appears at first glance that Michael is only "one of" 
the chief princes. This is an unfortunate translation in the King James. The word "one" 
comes from the Hebrew word "echad," which is also frequently translated as "first," as 
in the president's wife being called "first lady." (See Genesis 1:5; 8:13.) This changes 
the whole meaning of the verse to Michael being first of, greatest or highest of, to the 
chief of princes—again a reference to Jesus. The prince of the kingdom of Persia who 
withstood the angel was no doubt the devil who frequently appears working in the 
shadow of earthly monarchs such as the king of Babylon, the king of Tyre, and the 
Roman power (Isaiah 14:4, Ezekiel 28:2, Revelation 12:4). And remember that Jesus 
was calls Satan "the prince of this world" (John 12:31). 


Daniel 10:21 says, "But I will show thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and 
there is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince." Notice 
here that the angel refers to Michael as your Prince. Who was Daniel’s prince? In the 
previous chapter, we see the answer. In Daniel 9:25, Daniel’s Messiah is called the 
prince, which is another clear indication of Michael’s identity! So Gabriel is saying that 
Michael the archangel is Jesus, who knows all the truth of Scripture. Michael Stands 
Up 


The final reference to Michael in Daniel is in chapter 12: "And at that time shall Michael 
stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people." Notice here 
that Michael is not called a great prince but "the great prince." Is there any prince 
greater then Jesus? He is also identified as the one who "standeth for the children of 
thy people." This means that He intercedes, defends and even stands as a substitute. 
Who could this be other then Jesus? 
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Commenting on this verse, Matthew Henry states: "Michael signifies, 'Who is like God,' 
and his name, with the title of 'the great Prince,' points out the Divine Savior. Christ 
stood for the children of our people in their stead as a sacrifice, bore the curse for 
them, to bear it from them. He stands for them in pleading for them at the throne of 
grace." Jesus is clearly the one who always stands in our place and for our defense. 


Michael standing up is also a reference to the Lord preparing to come. Notice that 
Michael is so exalted and powerful, his standing launches the great time of trouble. 
This in turn is followed by the second coming of Jesus and the resurrection (Daniel 
12:2). 


The Voice of Michael

If we isolate and examine the word "archangel," we see another interesting match. The 
only other passage in the Bible that uses the word "archangel" is 1 Thessalonians 4:16. 
And note its context: "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first." It is the voice of the archangel that raises the dead in Christ, and the Lord 
Himself who shouts it. This indicates that they are one and the same. Jesus is the one 
who shouts with the voice of the archangel, or "greatest messenger," to raise the dead! 


Obviously, angels don't have the power to resurrect the dead. Only God who gives life 
has the power to restore it. "For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to 
the Son to have life in himself. … Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth" (John 5:26, 28, 29). 


In Jude, we see the archangel contending with the devil for the body of Moses, who, 
incidentally, was resurrected and taken to heaven from whence he appeared on the 
mount of transfiguration to encourage Christ (Mark 9). In 1 Thessalonians, the apostle 
Paul describes the resurrection as happening in response to the voice of the archangel. 
Again we see the parallel between these two verses; both describe the archangel in the 
act of resurrecting. 


Worshiping the Commander

In Revelation, Michael is portrayed as leading the heavenly hosts, or armies, in the war 
against the rebellious Lucifer that took place. "And there was war in heaven: Michael 
and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his 
angels" (Revelation 12:7). Here the term "dragon" is a symbolic name for Satan, the 
leader of evil (verse 9), so it is very safe to assume that Michael is another emblematic 
name for Jesus, the embodiment and leader of good. But there is more evidence. 


Just as Israel was preparing for its first battle after crossing into the Promised Land, 
Joshua had an encounter with an unusual warrior. "And it came to pass, when Joshua 
was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man 
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over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and 
said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? And he said, Nay; but as captain 
of the host of the Lord am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did 
worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant? And the captain of 
the Lord's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so" (Joshua 5:13-15). Not only did 
Joshua worship this being, but the heavenly captain received his worship. If he had 
been a mere angel, he would have rebuked Joshua just like the angel rebuked John for 
trying to worship him (see Revelation 19:10; 22:8, 9). 


In each case in which the angel of the Lord accepts worship, it is clearly the Son of 
God. But where regular, created angels are worshiped, they refuse it! Even Jesus 
reminded Satan in the wilderness, "For it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve" (Luke 4:8). 


In fact, all the created angels are commanded to worship Jesus as they did during His 
first advent. "And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, 
And let all the angels of God worship him" (Hebrews 1:6). The devil is infuriated 
because he knows that someday even he will be compelled to acknowledge Jesus as 
king and worship Him. "That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2:10, 11). 


Notice the striking connection that even Paul makes between an angel of God and 
Jesus. "You received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus" (Galatians 4:14). 
The phrase "Lord of hosts" appears 245 times in the Bible, and it refers to the 
"commander of God's angelic army." So the "captain of the Lord's host" that Joshua 
saw was not an angel, but Jesus Himself. That explains why He demanded that Joshua 
remove his shoes. The place was holy because Jesus was there, just as Jesus' 
presence at the burning bush made that ground holy for Moses. So Michael, the 
captain of the Lord's host, or army, is another title for Jesus. 


Who is as God! 

When Philip asks Jesus to show the disciples the Father, Christ responded: "Have I 
been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father" (John 14:9). Some think that God's Son waited 4,000 years 
to personally intervene in the affairs of man. Not so! Though it is true that the 
incarnation occurred 4,000 years after man's fall, God the Son has been personally 
involved in the history and affairs of His people. This is why Jesus said; "Your father 
Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad" (John 8:56). Jesus 
appeared personally to Abraham when the Patriarch interceded for Lot (Genesis 18:26). 
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What a wonderful truth that Jesus, God's eternal Son, has ever been actively occupied 
in watching over, providing for, and protecting His children! He spoke face to face with 
Abraham and Moses and wrestled with Jacob. He led the Israelites through the 
wilderness, providing food and water and victory against their enemies. 


Remember that the title "Michael the archangel" means "The greatest messenger who 
is as God." It was Jesus, "the image of the invisible God" (Colossians 1:15), who 
brought the greatest message of hope, the gospel, to our perishing world! 


Exodus 3 shows that "the angel of the Lord" describes himself as God. Also as the "I 
AM"-Exodus 3:14

And  God  said unto  Moses, I  AM THAT I  AM:  and he  said,  Thus shalt thou  say 
unto the  children of  Israel, I AM hath  sent me unto you.


John 8:56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was 
glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 
Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.


Conclusion

In conclusion, we see this majestic and mysterious being, sometimes called Michael, 
sometimes the angel of the Lord, sometimes the commander of the Lord’s army, veiling 
His divinity and appearing in the form of a humble angel. Yet this same enigmatic being 
has the power, authority and attributes that belong only to God. He evicts the devil 
from heaven; He resurrects the dead; He intercedes for the saints; He judges and then 
stands, launching the great time of trouble. He redeems the saints and receives their 
worship. He offers us a new name. 


Now you may know who Michael is, but the devil knows too, and it won't save him. 
The big question is: Do you know Him as Jesus your personal Lord and savior? http://
www.amazingfacts.org/media-library/book/e/85/t/who-is-michael-the-archangel
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