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Christians and Climate Change 
July 20 

Adairsville 

I’d like to invite you forward in time with me 100 years. You and I are sitting under 
a fruit tree on another planet, enjoying the cool breeze on a warm beautiful day.  

We’ve met some of our neighbors in the universe that want to hear us tell them a 
story.  

I volunteer and it goes something like this:   

Once upon a time, there was a world where people craved for something better. 
Religion had lost it’s message of hope. The state was in bed with religion and 
corruption abounded. You were an enemy of the state if you spoke out against 
the injustices and corruption of the legal system. You could be silenced if you 
spoke out against the state or the church.  

Moms and Dads, young men, young women, grandparents and all in between, 
longed for something better. They heard of a land to the west, where freedom 
could be found. So they set sail for the new world.  

The American Experiment would prove to be a success in many eyes. If a man 
worked, he could enjoy the fruit of his labor. He could support his family. Society 
celebrated moms and children were born and raised with all the love they could 
desire.  

Capitalism was this amazing thing that allowed someone to work and be paid 
fairly. It gave everyone an opportunity to thrive. It only had one caveat - that 
implicit within it was morality and ethical values.  

The nation, so long as it remembered the reasons for its founding, would stay 
true to its calling - a place of refuge for those seeking freedom of conscience.  

But something began to change. Alliances began to be formed in back rooms, in 
secret societies. Goods began to be controlled by men who would buy them all 
up in order to raise the prices of them. Monopolies began to form. Lobbyists 
began to seek lawmakers to make laws that made it more and more difficult for 
someone to rise from nothing to something - the great American dream. Systems 
built to be blind to partisanship no longer were.  

“Selfishness has come in, and has appropriated to itself that which belongs to God. 
This is covetousness, which is idolatry.” 
                             -Review & Herald December 10, 1901 
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Was America falling prey to the great temptation of the ancient world, the one sin 
that caused the downfall of Israel? Idolatry?  

“Selfishness is the great sin of the world, and it has also become the prevailing sin 
of the Church.”       
-Review & Herald December 3, 1901  

Why was this happening? Greed was becoming God! After all it was the Love of 
money that was the root of all evil.  

Instead of taking care of the poor, we began to go to war.  

Instead of taking care of our own, we turned to our drones.  

Scripture warned us that a nation who turns to horses as its defenses - I.e. it’s 
defense and weapons programs will not prosper. Instead the Bible made it clear if 
you take care of the poor, God will take care of you.  

Somehow, somewhere along the way we lost our bearing and became unmoored 
- unanchored to what made us great - or could make us great.  

If we ever truly wanted to make America great again, we would go back, way 
back to the days of Roger Williams who founded Rhode Island - uniquely known 
for it being a safe place even among the colonies for freedom of conscience.  

He said:  
“I am persuaded that God's way is first to turn a soul from its idols, before it is 
capable of worship to the true and living God” 

He denounced the idolatry of selfishness that has infected our nation. He warned 
of the dangers of any lustful relationship of the church and the state because he 
knew well what recent history in Europe had shown the world. If we had followed 
the principles on making America great, we would have never enslaved another 
race, or driven the natives of this nation into the wilderness.  

While God had made it clear that the greatest asset, the greatest blessing 
humans can have and hold is to live on land where they can grow their own food 
and raise their family. We need only look to Eden to remember such a model.  

Why was this? Because in the Eden model, all the necessities of life existed. Work, 
Education, Pleasure, Play, Family, Food - a true Live, Work and Play destination.  

So if you’re the prince of darkness and you know what the ideal is - you do all you 
can do remove man from this edenic lifestyle.  
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You get people off the land, you have an industrial revolution, you show how 
machines can do all that ‘menial’ labor and be more ‘efficient’. You make working 
outside and having darker skin a stigma among every culture in the world. You 
help people see the value of indebting themselves to higher education so they 
“dont have to be farmers for the rest of their lives and can actually make 
something of themselves” 

You get men and women working in factories, going off to war to defend a sexy 
idea of the American dream, and you do this with one intention in mind - to erase 
the memory of God in ones mind and question if life has any meaning at all.  

This introduction of machines increased the wealth of those who own the 
machines but eroded the middle class and made a state of rich and poor of the 
haves and have nots. History told us the revolutionary results of that.  

Then Madison Avenue showed us what would make them happy - it’s stuff - and 
materialism became the religion of the republic. But without money how would 
we find this elusive happiness - ah yes , they  got rid of the gold standard and 
introduced fiat currency - now we could print more money and loan it to the 
American populous so they could be happy. This again increased the wealth gap. 
With all of this industry and progress, we had to get rid of our waste and trash and 
old iphones. We Just dumped it wherever and if the water became polluted, we 
would just start bottling the springs and selling water in plastic water bottles - 
not glass, that would be too expensive for the consumer. What did we do with all 
that plastic primarily derived from our consumer culture and not growing our 
own food but instead buying it in plastic and carrying home in plastic? We 
exported it around the world and let them worry about it - they could ‘recycle it’. 
That’s somebody else problem - out of sight, out of mind.  

With no one left on the land and our sole goal of higher yield, we’d introduce 
synthetic fertilizers which we would find out decades later spilled into the oceans 
and wreaked havoc. But hey that’s somebody elses’ problem right? America 
wouldn’t be the only ones, the rest of the world would catch on. Of course with all 
of the monoculture - growing one type of food in mass like corn, soybeans or 
wheat  and the loss of bacteria in the soil since the land was getting it’s sabbath 
rest every 7 years - via crop rotation - we would find an introduction of more 
pests and disease than ever before. Herbicides and Pesticides were shown to 
lock up the minerals and nutrients in the soil so a tomato grown in our garden and 
one in the supermarket would be night and day difference. Though they looked 
similar.  

This caused us to explore ways to genetically engineer the creation in hopes we 
could do it better than the creator. For some reason allergy rates skyrocketed not 
long after.  
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But just in case, lobbyists began to work on congress to pay welfare, I mean 
subsidies to American farmers to NOT grow crops at various times so that market 
prices would remain stable. Contrast that idea with the poor having right to the 
land every 7 years in biblical times.  

We would subsidize the cattle industry so that the thousands of gallons of water 
and feed and antibiotics and transportation costs would be subsidized down 
from what should have been a $20 hamburger to 99 cents.  

With such a dramatic change in the way food was grown and eaten, often weeks 
and months after it was fresh - the results were that healthcare or sick care costs 
began rising year over year as the whole population got more and more sick. This 
exacerbated the growing divide of the rich and the poor and healthcare became 
a divisive issue in American politics. 

With rising costs just to maintain a somewhat decent way of survival - moms 
could no longer afford to stay home and raise a family. Latchkey kids as they were 
called were raised on television and video games now. And with all the chaos 
ensuing, it was a prime opportunity to educate the kids on things they woudn’t 
grasp until they were of voting and protesting age - Captain Planet, one of our 
favorite cartoons - The motto was “he’s our hero, he brings pollution right down 
to zero.” Cartoons that once illustrated farm life and animals would morph to city 
life and machines and transformers. Farmers were uneducated, Working 9-5 in a 
big highrise - now that was living large. My generation would grow up thinking 
we were too good to work with our hands - well outside with our hands, we would 
type reports and tweets with our hands at a desk for 10 hours per day.  

While most of us were caught up trying to survive - wars were calling our name 
and the military industrial complex had to survive and thrive. But war isn’t the 
answer - so we needed to have peace talks and bring the world together.  

But what would be the result of this experiment? 

——————————————————- 
This morning I want to talk to you about one of the most divisive issues of our 
time. Climate Change - the Climate Crisis - or what is now known as A Climate 
Emergency.  

The recent Paris Agreement is not a new thing, in fact it is 50 years in the making 
and is the most extensive far reaching document ever created. Its s however the 
first document with the most buy in from the world with - 196 nations signing on.  
It finds its roots back at the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the 
Human Environment, adopted at Stockholm on June 16, 1972 
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The world has not found much to agree on and come together and unite on in the 
last 100 years. But the one thing that seems to be the best way to unite the world is 
‘care for our common home’  
You may remember – The Montreal Protocol – where was discussed the role 
in[ pollution that aerosols played with the destruction of the ozone layer. Most 
today believe the Ozone layer to be nearly completed healed. Kofi Annan - former 
secretary general of the UN is quoted as saying that "perhaps the single most 
successful international agreement to date has been the Montreal Protocol”. 
Fast forward a few years from Montreal to The Earth Summit in Rio De Janiero in 
1992. Out of that event came a document - Agenda 21 – wherein it stated 
sustainable ways local, state and national governments can combat poverty and 
pollution and conserve natural resources in the 21st century.  
In 2015, upon not achieving the goals set out for in 1992 with Agenda 21, Agenda 
2030 shared an updated 17 point plan with goals to meet by the year 2030. 

The Love of money is our greatest temptation - why? Because as Solomon the 
wisest man who ever lived said “money is the answer for everything” - with 
money ambitious men will sacrifice everything.  

Whether we call it - Global Warming, Climate Change, Climate Chaos, Climate 
Emergency or as one presidential candidate recently quoted “I don’t even call it 
climate change. It’s the climate crisis. It represents an existential threat to us as a 
species.” 

Others would call it signs of the end of the world.  

The whole creation groans in pain - Romans 8:22-24 

I don’t think there is anyone we could point to who defended and loved the poor 
more than Jesus of Nazareth.  

With such revolutionary statements 

Blessed are the poor - Luke 6 

the good news is proclaimed to the poor.” - Matthew 11 

Matthew 25 - hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick, in prison 

Will we ever cure poverty?  
The poor you will have with you always. - Matthew 26:11  

———————- 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kofi_Annan
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Today the issue of climate change is believed by many to be the defining issue of 
our generation.  

I believe there is a war for the soul of America right now. 

America’s Role 

America has been known to have the highest amount of climate change deniers. 
And to be clear when we say ‘deniers’, in this instance we are primarily talking 
about the denial that climate change is manmade. There is often still a belief that 
there may be changing climate, but the cause is the sticking point as you will soon 
learn why.  

Among citizens who identify themselves as ‘right-wing’ conservatives - more than 
half believe global warming is a hoax.  

Some believe this is due to America’s obsession with money and materialism. That 
any adjustment in global geopolitical affairs that brings in new sanctions will hurt 
the American way of life and cripple the progress of this nation and potentially the 
world.  

While men like Al Gore may mean well - it doesn’t bode well for a ‘moral’ message 
when you stand to gain financially from investments in a carbon cap and trade 
based economy.  

There is another group who by and large deny openly any concern of climate 
change and definitely denounce that man is the cause of potential climate 
changes.  
According to the - Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, chaired by Former Governor of 
California and Jesuit Jerry Brown, “Prominent Southern Baptists ( America’s largest 
Protestant Denomination) and other evangelical Protestants, on the other hand, 
have issued statements that are strikingly similar to the talking points of secular 
climate skeptics, and have attempted to stamp out green efforts within their own 
ranks.”  

The reasons for this environmental backlash include conservatives suspicions that 
”stewardship” of God’s creation is drifting toward neo-pagan nature worship, and 
from apocalyptic beliefs about “end times” that make it pointless to worry about 
global warming. As the climate crisis deepens, the moral authority of Christian 
leaders and organizations may play a decisive role in swaying public policy toward 
(or away from) action to mitigate global warming.  
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Evangelical Protestants are 3x more likely to believe the bible can be read literally 
as compared to Mainline protestants. Many see this  - Biblical Literalism – 
(examples include Jonah was really swallowed by a whale, jesus really came back 
from the dead in bodily form, and the world was created in six 24-hour days) as the 
biggest difference in Evangelical vs. Mainline – the fundamentalist interpretation of 
Scripture. Only 1 in 5 mainline Protestants are literalists, compared to nearly 2 in 3 
evangelicals. The difference between the two is most succinctly described in the 
official position of the United Church of Christ: “We take the Bible seriously…not 
literally.”   The other large distinction is having a ‘born-again’ experience, where 
one’s life takes a drastic transformational turn from sin. Latest estimates from The 
Pew Research Center indicate that nearly 25.4% of the U.S. population is 
Evangelical. As of 2017, white evangelicals overall account for about 17% of 
Americans, while white evangelicals under the age of 30 represent about 8% of 
Americans in that age group. In the 2016 presidential election, 81% of white 
evangelicals voted for Donald Trump according to exit polls.  

In the 2016 election, 138 million Americans (only 58.1% of the eligible voting 
population) voted. 62.9 million voted for Donald Trump and 65.8 million for Hillary 
Clinton.  

So I did the math and according to the data we have, 45.4 million Americans 
identify as white and evangelical and said they voted for Donald Trump. That 
means that 72% of the votes that went to the Republican candidate were white 
evangelical Christians.  
”Stewardship” of God’s creation is drifting toward neo-pagan nature worship, and 
from apocalyptic beliefs about “end times” that make it pointless to worry about 
global warming. As the climate crisis deepens, the moral authority of Christian 
leaders and organizations may play a decisive role in swaying public policy toward 
(or away from) action to mitigate global warming.  
In what is cited by some as the most famous essay ever written about religion and 
the environment, the historian Lynn White Jr. argued that medieval Judeo-Christian 
ideas were at “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis” (White, 1967). Citing 
passages in the Bible that separate God from nature and grant humanity dominion 
over all, White wrote: “Especially in its Western form, Christianity is the most 
anthropocentric religion the world has seen.” He also opined that much, if not 
most, environmental degradation is directly traceable to Christianity’s radical 
anthropocentrism (White, 1967: 1205)  
University of Cincinnati political scientist Matthew B. Arbuckle and Georgetown 
University public policy expert David M. Konisky recently reported (forthcoming) 
that American Christians, as a whole, have lower levels of environmental concern 
than do non-Christians (Jews, people of other faiths, and nonbelievers). Arbuckle 
and Konisky also found, tellingly, that the higher the level of religious commitment 
(as measured by self-reports of religion’s personal importance, frequency of 
religious service attendance, and frequency of prayer), the lower the level of 
environmental concern. Another recent study showed, similarly, that American 

http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/unitedchurchofchrist/legacy_url/5413/Bible-and-the-UCC-FINAL-2.pdf?1418429664
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_United_States_presidential_election%22%20%5Co%20%222016%20United%20States%20presidential%20election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Trump%22%20%5Co%20%22Donald%20Trump
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Christians, collectively, when considered without regard for denomination, have 
less environmental concern than do Americans of other faiths or those who say 
they are not affiliated with any institutional forms of religion (Clements et al., 2014).  

Many argue the greatest cause of climate change today is the burning of coal and 
oil. Though even the UN says it’s meat and dairy that are wreaking the most havoc. 
What are we to believe?  

Adventist Pioneer Ellen White commented on the use of coal and oil:  
“The vast forests buried in the earth at the time of the Flood, and since changed to 
coal, form the extensive coal fields, and yield the supplies of oil that minister to our 
comfort and convenience today.” Ed 129.2 

Two Reasons why Evangelical Christians may deny manmade climate change 
Reasons for the above may vary. One, is that those who read the Bible literally see 
man as of utmost importance in the story of life on earth. Some goes so far as to 
say mankind is the greatest of all created beings. Verses like Psalm 8:6-8 describe 
man as having been given dominion over the earth and animals and sea.  

Another verse – written by David - Psalm 115:16 describes “The highest heavens 
belong to the Lord,but the earth he has given to mankind.”  

This reiterates what the book of Genesis describes in Chapter 1 vs 26-28 as giving 
man ultimate dominion over the earth.  

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. 

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them. 

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 

This belief in dominionism really influences a lot of lifestyle factors. Some studies 
show that Evangelical Christians are some of the most obese and unhealthy 
population groups in America. Men in conservative Protestant denominations were 
more likely to have a higher body weight than men in other religious affiliations. 
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Why would that be? Could it be the belief that if God said to subdue the earth and 
have dominion over the animals this means to eat them? Some would argue God 
gave man an original diet of plant-based foods in Genesis 1:29.  

But many evangelical Christians believe you can’t just stop there. You have to 
include the verse from Genesis 9:3, just after the world has been destroyed by a 
flood where it says “ Everything that lives and moves about will be food for you. 
Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.” And lastly most 
heavily cited in this discussion often times from evangelicals is the verse from Acts 
10: 9-16 where Peter has a vision of animals and says “I have never eaten anything 
impure or unclean.” But the next verse follows it up with “Do not call anything 
impure that God has made clean.”  

And with picking and pulling a few verses together the justification is made to eat 
anything and everything.  

But it is good to know that one Protestant denomination, that shares some 
common points with evangelicals like a literal reading of Scripture – Seventh-day 
Adventists are known to be the longest living Americans – living an average of 7-10 
years longer than the rest of their American counterparts. Loma Linda, California is 
identified as a Blue Zone, one of five places in the world where National 
Geographic found people living the longest and a where there exists a large 
concentration of Seventh-day Adventist retirees. The Adventist Protestant 
Christians use verses like Genesis 1:29 to cite why so many of them subscribe to a 
plant-based diet and have some of the lowest percentage of lifestyle diseases in 
America.  

This is an example of two groups – evangelicals and Adventists who by and large 
the majority of both believe the Bible can be interpreted literally – where they 
interpret diet in very distinct ways. The evangelicals believe God may likely have 
created the earth in 6 days, and likely gave man a plant-based diet but clearly after 
the flood everything changed.  

Adventists on the other hand, see that the Old Testament “Levitical Laws” still 
practiced by Muslims as Halal and Jews as Kosher is what God intended for us. 
Though many in Loma Linda don’t eat any meat, they don’t believe it is wrong to 
eat meat as long as the blood is drained as the Bible describes for ‘clean’ animals – 
cows, sheep, goats, chickens etc.(Leviticus 17:10-14) The belief is that the animals 
that eat refuse and/or are carnivores are not to be eaten - ever. This is why even in 
archaeological digs in Israel today, pig bones won’t ever be found in ancient Israeli 
encampments.  

Another of the great distinctions between the Adventist group and other 
evangelicals is the belief that the old testament and it’s “laws” were done away with 
once Jesus died.  
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The belief by most evangelicals is that the law includes the moral law which was 
against mankind. The problem with that idea argue many Adventist Protestants is 
that what most Christians believe that to mean is that only 9 commandments 
matter today. The Sabbath commandment to be celebrated on Saturdays is the old 
law.  

Why I find this interesting is when it comes to some discussion today around 
climate change where some are proposing that a solution is to begin to keep a 
‘sabbath’ – on the first day of the week – Sunday.  

The Sabbath of scripture was often used a symbol for rest and included letting the 
land rest. This meant not just one day a week did everyone take a day off, including 
the animals and farming, but that once every seven years, the land was not to be 
tilled and was to be given a sabbath rest. Only the poor could benefit from 
whatever would grow without being planted. The promise was that in the ‘sixth 
year’ there would be enough produce to last until the ‘ninth year’.  

With all of the discussion of deforestation and resource use for food production 
today, could it be that this ancient concept had more merit than we may realize 
today? Mass monoculture farming and the fertilizer usage to maintain falling yields 
is unsustainable – and everyone knows it.  

The Creature or the Creation?  

Some believe the idea of humans being the most central part of the story and 
history of earth is obnoxious. Those same also believe that the idea of why 
Christians may put such an emphasis on man over nature is from Paul the Apostle. 
In his book to the Romans 1:25 – he says of the pagans that they “worshipped and 
served the creature rather than the Creator.” 

This has spurred much debate and caused those concerned for the climate and 
changing weather and rising pollution to emphasize the need for man to be a good 
‘steward’ over the resources of the creation. Pope Francis in his encyclical said “our 
concerns for the environment [direct] us to be stewards of all creation.” (Pope 
Francis, 2015)  

Because Southern Baptists make up the majority of Evangelical Protestants, they 
often get the most attention in this ‘debate’. One of those points is on what 
stewardship looks like. In 1970, a resolution on the environment was passed at the 
Southern Baptist Convention stating “man has created a crisis by polluting the air, 
poisoning the streams, and ravaging the soil.” (Southern Baptist Convention, 1970) 

In 1974, another resolution was released which stated “We have recently been 
made more conscious of our selfish and nearsighted use of our resources 
[therefore Christians now must] assume our individual and corporate 
responsiiblities as faithful stewards.”  
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The resolution “urge[d] Congress and concerned governmental agencies to take 
aggressive action to conserve our diminishing resources” (Southern Baptist 
Convention, 1974). This was a definition of “stewardship” that was practically 
indistinguishable from what modern environmentalists were saying: Pollution is the 
problem; government regulation is the answer.  
Not long after that there were voices of caution who wanted to make sure we 
weren’t worshipping the creation. This was made clear in a quote from a Southern 
Baptist Convention in 1990 “ Southern Baptists should care for creation but “are 
forbidden to worship the creation” 
In 2006, another Southern Baptist Convention statement was made that warned 
that the Kyoto Protocol, if implemented, “would have disastrous effects on the 
economy” including job losses and increased poverty (Lewis, 2005). The statement 
also went on to voice concerns about “respecting ownership and property rights” 
and opposing solutions that “bar access to natural resources and unnecessarily 
restrict economic development.” 
The End of Time? 
A 2014 study conducted by the Public Religion Research Institute found that nearly 
half of all Americans attributed the increasing intensity of ‘natural disasters’ to the 
“end times” described in the bible and in bible prophecy. That number was 77% 
among white evangelicals (Jones et al., 2014: 23).  
Where do Christians get this concept of the “end times”? I’m glad you asked. There 
is one account in the book of Matthew, where Jesus is sitting with his followers on 
the top of a mountain near Israel. He is asked by one of them the following – “Tell 
us what will be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the world?” Jesus 
answers them and says that there would be an age of deception, people claiming 
to be him, and wars and conflict. He then describes the following –there will be 
famines, pandemics and earthquakes. One account in Luke 21 describes storms 
that cause what sounds like tsunamis and tidal waves. Some commentators make 
the point to say that famines are caused by draught or flooding.  
In light of all of this, you can see why segment of American life believes all the 
changes taking place in the climate were predicted and therefore can’t be blamed 
on recent manmade activity.  
A recent study confirms that expectation of an imminent apocalypse among con- 
servative American Christians is directly tied to decreased environmental concern 
(Barker and Bearce, 2013).  
One noted Evangelical Theologian E. Calvin Beisner stated in a 2006 documentary 
that even if climate change was real and a threat – it doesn’t really matter. Why? 
Because the “righteous” are soon to be raptured off the earth and taken to 
paradise.  
Or as someone I grew up around used to say “It’s all gonna burn anyway.” Many 
Christians truly believe this world is not their home – that they are just passing 
through.  
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This belief is carried even further with the almost universal belief in Christendom 
now that upon the death of a professed Christian – their soul is whisked away to 
paradise. You can see whether while living or in death – this world is just a rest stop 
in their perceived divine destiny.  
“Nonetheless, things can change. The climate will certainly change; the science 
tells us that. As conditions worsen, masses of people, suddenly deeply 
frightened, are going to be looking for answers and leadership.  
Climate change is, today, already increasingly being framed as a moral issue, and 
organized religion still has great moral authority. Consider the role Southern Black 
churches played in the civil rights movement: providing community, movement 
infrastructure, resources, and leader- ship. In an analogous fashion, as the climate 
crisis deepens, faith communities, especially the liberal Christian denominations, 
could become a much-needed moral voice in national climate politics. Among 
evangelicals, however, it is distinctly possible that an unfolding climate apocalypse 
here on Earth may trigger an ever-deepening retreat into fervent hope for 
supernatural rescue from an increasingly unlivable planet.” 

Alien Abductions - a dominant theme - calamity 

Wrote the book Abduction, A study of 300 indvivdiuals who experienced Alien 
abduction. John Mack. Pullitzer-prize winner. Director of psychiatry at Harvard.  

They weren’t lying, they showed signs of PTSD 

Aliens routinely promise they will deliver their believers taking them off the planet 
before it is destroyed. Or destroys itself. 

Summary was “The information that abductees receive is primarily concerned 
with the fate of the earth in the wake of human destructiveness. Abductees then 
report that scenes are shown to them of a nuclear holocaust, panoramas of 
lifeless polluted landscape and bodies of water, and apocalyptic images of giant 
earthquakes, firestorms, floods, and fractures in the planet itself are revealed by 
the aliens. These scenes are powerfully disturbing to the abductees who seem to 
experience them as literally predictive of the future of the planet. Some are given 
assignments for the future to feed survivors and that some will perish but some 
will be taken to another place to participate in the evolution of life in the 
universe.”  

In the last scenes of this earth's history war will rage. There will be 
pestilence, plague and famine. The waters of the deep will overflow their 
boundaries. Property and life will be destroyed by fire and flood. We should 
be preparing for the mansions that Christ has gone to prepare for them that 
love Him.—Maranatha, 174 (1897). 
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Abductees are then told that “a cataclysmic change is coming… – it will be the time 
when the disasters are at their peak…. The remainder of the people who are living 
will be picked up by spacecraft and be taken to safety…” – Aquarian Revelations: 
Channeling Higher Intelligence, by Brad Steiger, p 106-107 
John sees the elements of nature—earthquake, tempest, and political strife—
represented as being held by four angels. Testimonies to Ministers p. 444 
The Lord is soon coming. In fire, in flood and earthquake, he is warning the 
inhabitants of this earth of his soon approach. We have no time to lose. We must 
make more determined efforts to lead the people of the world to see that the time 
of judgment is near at hand. YI August 20, 1907, par. 4 
We are standing on the threshold of the crisis of the ages. In quick succession the 
judgments of God will follow one another—fire, and flood, and earthquake, with 
war and bloodshed. We are not to be surprised at this time by events both great 
and decisive; for the angel of mercy cannot remain much longer to shelter the 
impenitent. Prophets and Kings p. 278 
———————————————————————— 

But Here’s where I think this thing is going:  

Pope Francis wrote an encyclical called Laudato Si or care for our common home, 
and in it he presents ideas on how to care for this planet. His biggest argument is 
that this is a moral issue.  

He shares how he chose his name ‘Francis’ after the patron saint of ecology who 
was particularly concerned about God’s creation and the poor and outcast.” 

He makes his case for personal responsibility but doesn’t leave it there. He 
suggests international policy is needed.  

He denounces our materialistic culture of consumption which he calls our 
“throwaway culture” as a major cause of pollution.  

He quotes Saint Bartholomew who says “for human beings to degrade the integrity 
of the earth by causing changes in its climate, by stripping the earth of its natural 
forests or destroying its wetlands; for human beings to contaminate the earth’s 
waters, its land, its air, and its life – these are sins”.  

A recent UN report shows that natural disasters are increasing since the 70’s  

Disasters including storms, floods and heatwaves have increased fivefold since the 
1970s, UN finds 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2014/jul/14/8-charts-climate-
change-world-more-dangerous 
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WORLD BANK - IT’S GONNA GET WORSE - http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/
feature/2013/06/24/climate-change-natural-disasters-stress-food-energy-
production-south-asia 

Meat/Cheese - effect on climate - http://static.ewg.org/reports/2011/meateaters/
pdf/report_ewg_meat_eaters_guide_to_health_and_climate_2011.pdf?
_ga=1.104307200.1290358187.1438183440 

UNITED NATIONS - EATING BEEF ALONE IS MORE HARMFUL to the environment 
than all cars on the road - http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?
newsID=20772#.Vbjxm3hUiQw 

On track in our lifetimes that eating meat will be the most destructive force to the 
environment 

As the global population surges towards a predicted 9.1 billion people by 2050, 
western tastes for diets rich in meat and dairy products are unsustainable, says the 
report from United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) international panel 
of sustainable resource management. 

Professor Edgar Hertwich, the lead author of the report, said: Crops for animals 
are as damaging as [burning] fossil fuels.” 
Who is going to be blamed for climate change going forward?  Those who point 
to the root cause of it - the selfishness of man! 

“Destruction will be upon both man and beast. “The earth mourneth and fadeth 
away,” “the haughty people . . . do languish. The earth also is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the 
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.” -Isaiah 24:4, 5 
 
 
Israel was taken to Babylon because of not letting the land rest.  

Pope Francis ignites a revolt that will overthrow American capitalism 
 http://www.marketwatch.com/story/pope-francis-leading-the-new-american-
socialist-revolution-2015-07-20?page=2 

Job 1 

“Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of unprepared souls. 
He has studied the secrets of the laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power 
to control the elements as far as God allows. When he was suffered to afflict Job, 
how quickly flocks and herds, servants, houses, children, were swept away, one 
trouble succeeding another as in a moment.  

http://www.uneptie.org/scp/lifecycle/documents/Presentations/The%20Role%20of%20the%20International%20Panel%20on%20Sustainable%20Resource%20Management%20(Janet%20Salem).pdf
http://www.uneptie.org/scp/lifecycle/documents/Presentations/The%20Role%20of%20the%20International%20Panel%20on%20Sustainable%20Resource%20Management%20(Janet%20Salem).pdf
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While appearing to the children of men as a great physician who can heal all their 
maladies, he will bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are reduced to 
ruin and desolation. Even now he is at work. In accidents and calamities by sea and 
by land, in great conflagrations, in fierce tornadoes and terrific hail-storms, in 
tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal waves, and earthquakes, in every place and in a 
thousand forms, Satan is exercising his power. He sweeps away the ripening 
harvest, and famine and distress follow. He imparts to the air a deadly taint, and 
thousands perish by the pestilence. These visitations are to become more and 
more frequent and disastrous. 

The great deceiver will persuade men that those who serve God are causing these 
evils. The class that have provoked the displeasure of Heaven will charge all their 
troubles upon those whose obedience to God's commandments is a perpetual 
reproof to transgressors. It will be declared that men are offending God by the 
violation of the Sunday-sabbath, that this sin has brought calamities (season of 
calamity) which will not cease until Sunday observance shall be strictly enforced, 
and that those who present the claims of the fourth commandment, thus 
destroying reverence for Sunday, are troublers of the people, preventing their 
restoration to divine favor and temporal prosperity.  

                             –The Great Controversy p. 590 
 


