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Recap: Eve the mother of all creation is flattered, enchanted by this talking serpent. He 
lured her in with intrigue and awakened her curiosity to explore the mystery that God 
had kept secret from her - the effects of eating from the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil. She had the knowledge of good, but wanted to understand the mystery hidden 
from her… 


And then the serpent handed her a piece of fruit…. 


She ate, and was delighted with the fruit. It seemed delicious to her taste, and she 
imagined that she realized in herself the wonderful effects of the fruit. 1SP 37.2

She then plucked for herself of the fruit and ate, and imagined she felt the quickening 
power of a new and elevated existence as the result of the exhilarating influence of the 
forbidden fruit. She was in a strange and unnatural excitement as she sought her 
husband, with her hands filled with the forbidden fruit. She related to him the wise 
discourse of the serpent, and wished to conduct him at once to the tree of knowledge. 
She told him she had eaten of the fruit, and instead of her feeling any sense of death, 
she realized a pleasing, exhilarating influence. As soon as Eve had disobeyed, she 
became a powerful medium through which to occasion the fall of her husband. 1SP 
38.1

I saw a sadness come over the countenance of Adam. He appeared afraid and 
astonished. A struggle appeared to be going on in his mind. He told Eve he was quite 
certain that this was the foe that they had been warned against; and if so, that she 
must die. She assured him she felt no ill effects, but rather a very pleasant influence, 
and entreated him to eat. 1SP 39.1

Adam quite well understood that his companion had transgressed the only prohibition 
laid upon them as a test of their fidelity and love. Eve reasoned that the serpent said 
they should not surely die, and his words must be true, for she felt no signs of God's 
displeasure, but a pleasant influence, as she imagined the angels felt. Adam regretted 
that Eve had left his side; but now the deed was done. He must be separated from her 
whose society he had loved so well. How could he have it thus? His love for Eve was 
strong. And in utter discouragement he resolved to share her fate. He reasoned that 
Eve was a part of himself; and if she must die, he would die with her; for he could not 
bear the thought of separation from her. He lacked faith in his merciful and benevolent 
Creator. He did not think that God, who had formed him out of the dust of the ground 
into a living, beautiful form, and had created Eve to be his companion, could supply her 
place. After all, might not the words of this wise serpent be correct? Eve was before 
him, just as lovely and beautiful, and apparently as innocent, as before this act of 
disobedience. She expressed greater, higher love for him than before her 
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disobedience, as the effects of the fruit she had eaten. He saw in her no signs of death. 
She had told him of the happy influence of the fruit, of her ardent love for him, and he 
decided to brave the consequences. He seized the fruit and quickly ate it, and, like 
Eve, felt not immediately its ill effects. 1SP 39.2

————

What was the powerful force that caused Adam to fall? LOVE - Misguided love - Think 
about the symbolism here as later it was Christ - the husband who would die so that he 
might save his church at all costs! 


Think about this tactic as well - Eve, the love of his life, goes to him with a message 
that is not true, she is acting as a medium for false information and is THE MOST 
POWERFUL medium that could exist to convince Adam of something. This is still the 
tactic of one of the core teaching of the church of Lucifer - the fake church. That even 
death cannot separate us from love. That those we love can come back to us even in 
death to speak to us and tell us things that may or may not be true. No more powerful 
method of deception than this! 


Then Satan triumphed. He had made others suffer by his fall. He had been shut out of 
heaven, they out of Paradise. EW 149.1


—————-

Eve had thought herself capable of deciding between right and wrong. The flattering 
hope of entering a higher state of knowledge had led her to think that the serpent was 
her especial friend, possessing a great interest in her welfare. Had she sought her 
husband, and they had related to their Maker the words of the serpent, they would 
have been delivered at once from his artful temptation. 1SP 40.1

———

—————

God instructed our first parents in regard to the tree of knowledge, and they were fully 
informed relative to the fall of Satan, and the danger of listening to his suggestions. He 
did not deprive them of the power of eating the forbidden fruit. He left them as free 
moral agents to believe his word, obey his commandments and live, or believe the 
tempter, disobey and perish. They both ate, and the great wisdom they obtained was 
the knowledge of sin, and a sense of guilt. The covering of light about them soon 
disappeared, and under a sense of guilt, and loss of their divine covering, a shivering 
seized them, and they tried to cover their exposed forms. The Lord would not have 
them investigate the fruit of the tree of knowledge, for then they would be exposed to 
Satan masked. He knew that they would be perfectly safe if they touched not the fruit. 
1SP 40.2

Our first parents chose to believe the words, as they thought, of a serpent; yet he had 
given them no tokens of his love. He had done nothing for their happiness and benefit; 
while God had given them everything that was good for food, and pleasant to the sight. 
Everywhere the eye might rest was abundance and beauty; yet Eve was deceived by 
the serpent, to think that there was something withheld which would make them wise, 
even as God. Instead of believing and confiding in God, she basely distrusted his 
goodness, and cherished the words of Satan. 1SP 40.3
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After Adam's transgression he at first imagined that he felt the rising to a new and 
higher existence. But soon the thought of his transgression terrified him. The air that 
had been of a mild and even temperature, seemed to chill them. The guilty pair had a 
sense of sin. They felt a dread of the future, a sense of want, a nakedness of soul. The 
sweet love, and peace, and happy, contented bliss, seemed removed from them, and 
in its place a want of something came over them that they never experienced before. 
They then for the first turned their attention to the external. They had not been clothed, 
but were draped in light as were the heavenly angels. This light which had enshrouded 
them departed. To relieve the sense of lack and nakedness which they realized, their 
attention was directed to seek a covering for their forms; for how could they meet the 
eye of God and angels unclothed? 1SP 41.1

Their crime is now before them in its true light. Their transgression of God's express 
command assumes a clearer character. Adam censured Eve's folly in leaving his side, 
and being deceived by the serpent. They both flattered themselves that God, who had 
given them everything to make them happy, might yet excuse their disobedience, 
because of his great love to them, and that their punishment would not be so dreadful, 
after all. 1SP 41.2

Satan exulted in his success. He had now tempted the woman to distrust God, to 
question his wisdom, and to seek to penetrate his all-wise plans. And through her he 
had also caused the overthrow of Adam, who, in consequence of his love for Eve, 
disobeyed the command of God, and fell with her. 1SP 42.1


The news of man's fall spread through Heaven—every harp was hushed. The angels 
cast their crowns from their heads in sorrow. All Heaven was in agitation. The angels 
were grieved at the base ingratitude of man, in return for the rich bounties God had 
provided. A council was held to decide what must be done with the guilty pair. The 
angels feared that they would put forth the hand, and eat of the tree of life, and thus 
perpetuate a life of sin. 1SP 42.2

——————-

In HEAVEN:


Sorrow filled heaven, as it was realized that man was lost, and that world which God 
had created was to be filled with mortals doomed to misery, sickness, and death, and 
there was no way of escape for the offender. The whole family of Adam must die. I saw 
the lovely Jesus and beheld an expression of sympathy and sorrow upon His 
countenance. Soon I saw Him approach the exceeding bright light which enshrouded 
the Father. Said my accompanying angel, He is in close converse with His Father. The 
anxiety of the angels seemed to be intense while Jesus was communing with His 
Father. Three times He was shut in by the glorious light about the Father, and the third 
time He came from the Father, His person could be seen. His countenance was calm, 
free from all perplexity and doubt, and shone with benevolence and loveliness, such as 
words cannot express. He then made known to the angelic host that a way of escape 
had been made for lost man. He told them that He had been pleading with His Father, 
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——and had obtained permission to give His own life as a ransom for the race, to 
bear their sins, and take the sentence of death upon Himself, thus opening a way 
whereby they might, through the merits of His blood, find pardon for past 
transgressions, and by obedience be brought back to the garden from which they 
were driven. Then they could again have access to the glorious, immortal fruit of the 
tree of life to which they had now forfeited all right. EW 126.1——-


and had offered to give His life a ransom, to take the sentence of death upon Himself, 
that through Him man might find pardon; that through the merits of His blood, and 
obedience to the law of God, they could have the favor of God, and be brought into the 
beautiful garden, and eat of the fruit of the tree of life. EW 149.2


Mankind has defected…. 


Why Jesus? The controversy was between he and Lucifer - not the Father. The 
accusations were made of Him and he must show all who God is, and what He is 
about. 


Said the angel, “Think ye that the Father yielded up His dearly beloved Son without a 
struggle? No, no.” It was even a struggle with the God of heaven, whether to let guilty 
man perish, or to give His darling Son to die for them. Angels were so interested for 
man's salvation that there could be found among them those who would yield their 
glory and give their life for perishing man. “But,” said my accompanying angel, “that 
would avail nothing.” The transgression was so great that an angel's life would not pay 
the debt. Nothing but the death and intercession of God's Son would pay the debt and 
save lost man from hopeless sorrow and misery. EW 127.1


At first the angels could not rejoice; for their Commander concealed nothing from 
them, but opened before them the plan of salvation. Jesus told them that He would 
stand between the wrath of His Father and guilty man, that He would bear iniquity and 
scorn, and but few would receive Him as the Son of God. Nearly all would hate and 
reject Him. He would leave all His glory in heaven, appear upon earth as a man, humble 
Himself as a man, become acquainted by His own experience with the various 
temptations with which man would be beset, that He might know how to succor those 
who should be tempted; and that finally, after His mission as a teacher would be 
accomplished, He would be delivered into the hands of men, and endure almost every 
cruelty and suffering that Satan and his angels could inspire wicked men to inflict; that 
He would die the cruelest of deaths, hung up between the heavens and the earth as a 
guilty sinner; that He would suffer dreadful hours of agony, which even angels could 
not look upon, but would veil their faces from the sight. Not merely agony of body 
would He suffer, but mental agony, that with which bodily suffering could in no wise be 
compared. The weight of the sins of the whole world would be upon Him. He told them 
He would die and rise again the third day, and would ascend to His Father to intercede 
for wayward, guilty man. EW 149.3
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The angels prostrated themselves before Him. They offered their lives. Jesus said to 
them that He would by His death save many, that the life of an angel could not pay the 
debt. His life alone could be accepted of His Father as a ransom for man. Jesus also 
told them that they would have a part to act, to be with Him and at different times 
strengthen Him; that He would take man's fallen nature, and His strength would not be 
even equal with theirs; that they would be witnesses of His humiliation and great 
sufferings; and that as they would witness His sufferings, and the hatred of men toward 
Him, they would be stirred with the deepest emotion, and through their love for Him 
would wish to rescue and deliver Him from His murderers; but that they must not 
interfere to prevent anything they should behold; and that they should act a part 
in His resurrection; that the plan of salvation was devised, and His Father had 
accepted the plan. EW 150.1

With a holy sadness Jesus comforted and cheered the angels and informed them that 
hereafter those whom He should redeem would be with Him, and that by His death He 
should ransom many and destroy him who had the power of death. And His Father 
would give Him the kingdom and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, and He would possess it forever and ever. Satan and sinners would be 
destroyed, nevermore to disturb heaven or the purified new earth. Jesus bade the 
heavenly host be reconciled to the plan that His Father had accepted and rejoice that 
through His death fallen man could again be exalted to obtain favor with God and enjoy 
heaven. EW 151.1

Then joy, inexpressible joy, filled heaven. And the heavenly host sang a song of praise 
and adoration. They touched their harps and sang a note higher than they had done 
before, for the great mercy and condescension of God in yielding up His dearly 
Beloved to die for a race of rebels. Praise and adoration were poured forth for the self-
denial and sacrifice of Jesus; that He would consent to leave the bosom of His Father, 
and choose a life of suffering and anguish, and die an ignominious death to give life to 
others. EW 151.2

Said the angel, “Think ye that the Father yielded up His dearly beloved Son without a 
struggle? No, no. It was even a struggle with the God of heaven, whether to let guilty 
man perish, or to give His beloved Son to die for him.” Angels were so interested for 
man's salvation that there could be found among them those who would yield their 
glory and give their life for perishing man, “But,” said my accompanying angel, “that 
would avail nothing. The transgression was so great that an angel's life would not pay 
the debt. Nothing but the death and intercessions of His son would pay the debt and 
save lost man from hopeless sorrow and misery.” EW 151.3

But the work of the angels was assigned them, to ascend and descend with 
strengthening balm from glory to soothe the Son of God in His sufferings, and minister 
unto Him. Also, their work would be to guard and keep the subjects of grace from the 
evil angels and the darkness constantly thrown around them by Satan. I saw that it was 
impossible for God to alter or change His law to save lost, perishing man; therefore He 
suffered His beloved Son to die for man's transgression. EW 152.1

Satan again rejoiced with his angels that he could, by causing man's fall, pull down the 
Son of God from His exalted position. He told his angels that when Jesus should take 
fallen man's nature, he could overpower Him and hinder the accomplishment of the 
plan of salvation. EW 152.2
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I was shown Satan as he once was, a happy, exalted angel. Then I was shown him as 
he now is. He still bears a kingly form. His features are still noble, for he is an angel 
fallen. But the expression of his countenance is full of anxiety, care, unhappiness, 
malice, hate, mischief, deceit, and every evil. That brow which was once so noble, I 
particularly noticed. His forehead commenced from his eyes to recede. I saw that he 
had so long bent himself to evil that every good quality was debased, and every evil 
trait was developed. His eyes were cunning, sly, and showed great penetration. His 
frame was large, but the flesh hung loosely about his hands and face. As I beheld him, 
his chin was resting upon his left hand. He appeared to be in deep thought. A smile 
was upon his countenance, which made me tremble, it was so full of evil and satanic 
slyness. This smile is the one he wears just before he makes sure of his victim, and as 
he fastens the victim in his snare, this smile grows horrible. EW 152.3


——————————

BACK IN THE GARDEN: REVEALING THE PLAN - THE MYSTERY


The Lord visited Adam and Eve, and made known to them the consequence of their 
disobedience. As they hear God's majestic approach, they seek to hide themselves 
from his inspection, whom they delighted, while in their innocence and holiness, to 
meet. “And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And 
he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, and I 
hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the 
tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” This question was asked 
by the Lord, not because he needed information, but for the conviction of the guilty 
pair. How didst thou become ashamed and fearful? Adam acknowledged his 
transgression, not because he was penitent for his great disobedience, but to cast 
reflection upon God. “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat.” The woman was then addressed: “What is this that thou hast   
done?” Eve answered, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” The Lord then 
addressed the serpent: “Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, 
and above every beast of the field: upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life.” As the serpent had been exalted above the beasts of the field, 
he should be degraded beneath them all, and be detested by man, inasmuch as he 
was the medium through which Satan acted. “And unto Adam he said, Because thou 
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it, cursed is the ground for thy sake; in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread till thou return unto the ground.” 1SP 42.3

God cursed the ground because of their sin in eating of the tree of knowledge, and 
declared, “In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.” He had apportioned 
them the good, but withheld the evil. Now God declares that they shall eat of it, that is, 
they should be acquainted with evil all the days of their life. 1SP 43.1

The race from that time forward was to be afflicted by Satan's temptations. A life of 
perpetual toil and anxiety was appointed unto Adam, instead of the happy, cheerful 
labor he had hitherto enjoyed. They should be subject to disappointment, grief and 
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pain, and finally come to dissolution. They were made of the dust of the earth, and unto 
dust should they return. 1SP 43.2

They were informed that they would have to lose their Eden home. They had yielded to 
Satan's deception and believed the word of Satan, that God would lie. By their 
transgression they had opened a way for Satan to gain access to them more readily, 
and it was not safe for them to remain in the garden of Eden, lest in their state of sin, 
they gain access to the tree of life, and perpetuate a life of sin. They entreated to be 
permitted to remain, although they acknowledged that they had forfeited all right to 
blissful Eden. They promised that they would in the future yield to God implicit 
obedience. They were informed that in their fall from innocence to guilt, they gained no 
strength but great weakness. They had not preserved their integrity while they were in a 
state of holy, happy innocence, and they would have far less strength to remain true 
and loyal in a state of conscious guilt. They were filled with keenest anguish and 
remorse. They now realized that the penalty of sin was death. 1SP 44.1

Angels were commissioned to immediately guard the way of the tree of life. It was 
Satan's studied plan that Adam and Eve should disobey God, receive his frown, and 
then partake of the tree of life, that they might perpetuate a life of sin. But holy angels 
were sent to debar their way to the tree of life. Around these angels flashed beams of 
light on every side, which had the appearance of glittering swords. 1SP 44.2 


There is a reason it had to be Jesus who laid down His life. This was his fight. 
Lucifer’s accusations were at him! Not at the Father. No one questioned the Father but 
Christ! 


This was the controversy in the minds of the angels 


The plan that should be carried out upon the defection of any of the high 
intelligences of heaven,—this is the secret, the mystery which has been hid from 
ages. And an offering was prepared in the eternal purposes to do the very work which 
God has done for fallen humanity. ST March 25, 1897, par. 4


———

The object lesson - the daily...illustration


The temple in heaven - it’s new purpose - the plan of salvation revealed to men and 
angels


————

Exiting EDEN
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In humility and inexpressible sadness, Adam and Eve left the lovely garden wherein 
they had been so happy until they disobeyed the command of God. The atmosphere 
was changed. It was no longer unvarying as before the transgression. 


The Plan of salvation is further explained, they now understand what this would cost 
their friend Jesus. They now understand that they would surely die and not just that but 
that day death must take place, but a sacrifice had been found and Jesus there outside 
of Eden finds a lamb - slain from the foundation of the world - and then God clothed 
them with coats of skins to protect them from the sense of chilliness and then of heat 
to which they were exposed. 1SP 49.1


All Heaven mourned on account of the disobedience and fall of Adam and Eve, which 
brought the wrath of God upon the whole human race. They were cut off from 
communing with God, and were plunged in hopeless misery. The law of God could not 
be changed to meet man's necessity; for in God's arrangement it was never to lose its 
force, nor give up the smallest part of its claims. 1SP 49.2


The angels of God were commissioned to visit the fallen pair and inform them that 
although they could no longer retain possession of their holy estate, their Eden home, 
because of their transgression of the law of God, yet their case was not altogether 
hopeless. They were then informed that the Son of God, who had conversed with them 
in Eden, had been moved with pity as he viewed their hopeless condition, and had 
volunteered to take upon himself the punishment due to them, and die for them that 
man might yet live, through faith in the atonement Christ proposed to make for him. 


Through Christ a door of hope was opened, that man, notwithstanding his great sin, 
should not be under the absolute control of Satan. Faith in the merits of the Son of God 
would so elevate man that he could resist the devices of Satan. Probation would be 
granted him in which, through a life of repentance, and faith in the atonement of the 
Son of God, he might be redeemed from his transgression of the Father's law, and thus 
be elevated to a position where his efforts to keep his law could be accepted. 1SP 49.3

The angels related to them the grief that was felt in Heaven, as it was announced that 
they had transgressed the law of God, which had made it expedient for Christ to make 
the great sacrifice of his own precious life. 1SP 50.1


When Adam and Eve realized how exalted and sacred was the law of God, the 
transgression of which made so costly a sacrifice necessary to save them and their 
posterity from utter ruin, they plead to die themselves, or to let them and their 
posterity endure the penalty of their transgression, rather than that the beloved Son of 
God should make this great sacrifice. The anguish of Adam was increased. He saw that 
his sins were of so great magnitude as to involve fearful consequences. And must it be 
that Heaven's honored Commander, who had walked with him, and talked with him, 
while in his holy innocence, whom angels honored and worshiped, must be brought 
down from his exalted position to die because of his transgression[?] Adam was 
informed that an angel's life could not pay the debt. The law of Jehovah, the 
foundation of his government in Heaven and upon earth, was as sacred as God 
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himself; and for this reason the life of an angel could not be accepted of God as a 
sacrifice for its transgression. His law was of more importance in his sight than the holy 
angels around his throne. The Father could not abolish nor change one precept of his 
law to meet man in his fallen condition. But the Son of God, who had in unison with the 
Father created man, could make an atonement for man acceptable to God, by 
giving his life a sacrifice, and bearing the wrath of his Father. Angels informed Adam 
that, as his transgression had brought death and wretchedness, life and immortality 
would be brought to light through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 1SP 50.2


To Adam were revealed future, important events, from his expulsion from Eden to the 
flood, and onward to the first advent of Christ upon the earth. His love for Adam and 
his posterity would lead the Son of God to condescend to take human nature, and thus 
elevate, through his own humiliation, all who would believe on him. Such a sacrifice 
was of sufficient value to save the whole world; but only a few would avail themselves 
of the salvation brought to them through such a wonderful sacrifice. The many would 
not comply with the conditions required of them that they might be partakers of his 
great salvation. They would prefer sin and transgression of the law of God, rather than 
repentance and obedience, relying by faith upon the merits of the sacrifice offered. This 
sacrifice was of such infinite value as to make a man who should avail himself of it, 
more precious than fine gold, even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir. 1SP 51.1

Adam was carried down through successive generations, and saw the increase of 
crime, of guilt and defilement, because man would yield to his naturally strong 
inclinations to transgress the holy law of God. He was shown the curse of God resting 
more and more heavily upon the human race, upon the cattle, and upon the earth, 
because of man's continued transgression. He was shown that iniquity and violence 
would steadily increase; yet amid all the tide of human misery and woe, there would 
ever be a few who would preserve the knowledge of God, and would remain unsullied 
amid the prevailing moral degeneracy. Adam was made to comprehend what sin is—
the transgression of the law. He was shown that moral, mental, and physical 
degeneracy would result to the race, from transgression, until the world would be filled 
with human misery of every type. 1SP 52.1


The days of man were shortened by his own course of sin in transgressing the 
righteous law of God. The race was finally so greatly depreciated that they appeared 
inferior, and almost valueless. They were generally incompetent to appreciate the 
mystery of Calvary, the grand and elevated facts of the atonement and the plan of 
salvation, because of the indulgence of the carnal mind. Yet, notwithstanding the 
weakness, and enfeebled mental, moral and physical, powers of the human race, 
Christ, true to the purpose for which he left Heaven, continues his interest in the 
feeble, depreciated, degenerate specimens of humanity, and invites them to hide 
their weakness and great deficiencies in him. If they will come unto him, he will 
supply all their needs. 1SP 52.2

When Adam, according to God's special directions, made an offering for sin, it was to 
him a most painful ceremony. His hand must be raised to take life, which God alone 
could give, and make an offering for sin. It was the first time he had witnessed death. 



�  of �10 15

As he looked upon the bleeding victim, writhing in the agonies of death, he was to look 
forward by faith to the Son of God, whom the victim prefigured, who was to die man's 
sacrifice. 1SP 53.1


This ceremonial offering, ordained of God, was to be a perpetual reminder to Adam of 
his guilt, and also a penitential acknowledgment of his sin. This act of taking life gave 
Adam a deeper and more perfect sense of his transgression, which nothing less than 
the death of God's dear Son could expiate. He marveled at the infinite goodness and 
matchless love which would give such a ransom to save the guilty. As Adam was 
slaying the innocent victim, it seemed to him that he was shedding the blood of the 
Son of God by his own hand. He knew that if he had remained steadfast to God, and 
true to his holy law, there would have been no death of beast nor of man. Yet in the 
sacrificial offerings, pointing to the great and perfect offering of God's dear Son, 
there appeared a star of hope to illuminate the dark and terrible future, and 
relieve it of its utter hopelessness and ruin. 1SP 53.2


In the beginning, the head of each family was considered ruler and priest of his own 
household. Spirit of Prophecy vol. 1 p. 53


Afterward, as the race multiplied upon the earth, men of divine appointment performed 
this solemn worship of sacrifice for the people. The blood of beasts was to be 
associated in the minds of sinners with the blood of the Son of God. The death of the 
victim was to evidence to all that the penalty of sin was death. By the act of sacrifice, 
the sinner acknowledged his guilt, and manifested his faith, looking forward to the 
great and perfect sacrifice of the Son of God, which the offering of beasts prefigured. 
Without the atonement of the Son of God there could be no communication of 
blessing, or salvation from God to man. 


This system would be in place all the way til the time of Abraham....

The sacrificial system - Abraham  

The sacrifice required of Abraham was not alone for his good nor for succeeding 
generations; it was also for the instruction of the sinless intelligences of heaven and 
other worlds. The field on which the plan of redemption is wrought out is the 
lesson book of the universe. EP 96.3


The male sheep - the ram in the thicket was a lesson for all, that a sacrifice from God 
would be provided. 


The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the 
fall of Adam. It was a revelation of “the mystery which hath been kept in silence 
through times eternal.” Romans 16:25, R. V. It was an unfolding of the principles that 
from eternal ages have been the foundation of God's throne. From the beginning, God 
and Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan, and of the fall of man through the deceptive 
power of the apostate. God did not ordain that sin should exist, but He foresaw its 
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existence, and made provision to meet the terrible emergency. So great was His 
love for the world, that He covenanted to give His only-begotten Son, “that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. DA 22.2


———————————————


To him [Paul] had been given the ministry of making known “the mystery” which had 
been “kept secret since the world began” (Romans 16:25),—“the mystery of His 
will” (Ephesians 1:9), “which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of 
men, as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that 
the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of His 
promise in Christ by the gospel: whereof,” declares Paul, “I was made a minister.... 
Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men see 
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: to the intent that now unto 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Ephesians 3:5-11.


“The work of the gospel minister is “to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God.” Ephesians 3:9


Satan watched every event in regard to the sacrificial offerings with intense interest. 
The devotion and solemnity connected with the shedding of the blood of the victim 
caused him great uneasiness. To him, this ceremony was clothed with mystery; but 
he was not a dull scholar, and he soon learned that the sacrificial offerings typified 
some future atonement for man. He saw that these offerings signified repentance for 
sin. This did not agree with his purposes, and he at once commenced to work upon the 
heart of Cain, to lead him to rebellion against the sacrificial offering which prefigured a 
Redeemer to come. Con 22.1

Adam's repentance, evidenced by his sorrow for his transgression and his hope of 
salvation through Christ, shown by his works in the sacrifices offered, were a 
disappointment to Satan. He hoped forever to gain Adam to unite with him in 
murmuring against God and in rebelling against His authority. Cain and Abel were 
representatives of the two great classes. Abel, as priest, in solemn faith offered his 
sacrifice. Cain was willing to offer the fruit of his ground, but refused to connect with 
his offering the blood of beasts. His heart refused to show his repentance for sin, and 
his faith in a Saviour, by offering the blood of beasts. He refused to acknowledge his 
need of a Redeemer. This, to his proud heart, was dependence and humiliation. Con 
22.2


“Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
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world, received up into glory.” 1 Timothy 3:16. “Being in the form of God,” He “thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God: but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon 
Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in 
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name 
which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 
2:6-11.


Mystery of death

Mystery of incarnation

Mystery of germination of the seed

Mystery of iniquity

Mystery of godliness


The highest education will be found in studying the mystery of godliness.CT398


The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of 
Adam. It was a revelation of “the mystery which hath been kept in silence through 
times eternal.” Romans 16:25, R. V. It was an unfolding of the principles that from 
eternal ages have been the foundation of God’s throne. DA 22


Jesus has risen up and shut the door of the holy place of the heavenly sanctuary and 
has opened a door into the most holy place and entered in to cleanse the sanctuary. All 
who wait patiently shall understand the mystery. EW 250


———————————————————————————————————-


ADDENDUM 
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Chapter 4—The Plan of Salvation

Sorrow filled Heaven, as it was realized that man was lost, and the world that God 
created was to be filled with mortals doomed to misery, sickness, and death, and there 
was no way of escape for the offender. The whole family of Adam must die. I saw the 
lovely Jesus, and beheld an expression of sympathy and sorrow upon his 
countenance. Soon I saw him approach the exceeding bright light which enshrouded 
the Father. Said my accompanying angel, He is in close converse with his Father. The 
anxiety of the angels seemed to be intense while Jesus was communing with his 
Father. Three times he was shut in by the glorious light about the Father, and the third 
time he came from the Father his person could be seen. His countenance was calm, 
free from all perplexity and trouble, and shone with benevolence and loveliness, such 
as words cannot express. 


He then made known to the angelic host that a way of escape had been made for lost 
man. 


He told them that he had been pleading with his Father, and had offered to give his life 
a ransom, and take the sentence of death upon himself, that through him man might 
find pardon; that through the merits of his blood, and obedience to the law of God, 
they could have the favor of God, and be brought into the beautiful garden, and eat of 
the fruit of the tree of life. 1SP 45.1

At first the angels could not rejoice, for their commander concealed nothing from them, 
but opened before them the plan of salvation. Jesus told them that he would stand 
between the wrath of his Father and guilty man, that he would bear iniquity and scorn, 
and but few would receive him as the Son of God. Nearly all would hate and reject him. 
He would leave all his glory in Heaven, appear upon earth as a man, humble himself as 
a man, become acquainted by his own experience with the various temptations with 
which man would be beset, that he might know how to succor those who should be 
tempted; and that finally, after his mission as a teacher should be accomplished, he 
would be delivered into the hands of men, and endure almost every cruelty and 
suffering that Satan and his angels could inspire wicked men to inflict; that he should 
die the cruelest of deaths, hung up between the heavens and the earth as a guilty 
sinner; that he should suffer dreadful hours of agony, which even angels could not look 
upon, but would vail their faces from the sight. Not merely agony of body would he 
suffer; but mental agony, that with which bodily suffering could in no wise be 
compared. The weight of the sins of the whole world would be upon him. He told them 
he would die, and rise again the third day, and should ascend to his Father to intercede 
for wayward, guilty man. 1SP 45.2

The angels prostrated themselves before him. They offered their lives. Jesus said to 
them that he should by his death save many; that the life of an angel could not pay the 
debt. His life alone could be accepted of his Father as a ransom for man. Jesus also 
told them that they should have a part to act, to be with him, and at different times 
strengthen him. That he should take man's fallen nature, and his strength would not be 
even equal with theirs. And they should be witnesses of his humiliation and great 
sufferings. And as they should witness his sufferings, and the hate of men towards him, 



�  of �14 15

they would be stirred with the deepest emotions, and through their love for him, would 
wish to rescue and deliver him from his murderers; but that they must not interfere to 
prevent anything they should behold; and that they should act a part in his resurrection; 
that the plan of salvation was devised, and his Father had accepted the plan. 1SP 46.1


With a holy sadness Jesus comforted and cheered the angels, and informed them that 
hereafter those whom he should redeem would be with him, and ever dwell with him; 
and that by his death he should ransom many, and destroy him who had the power of 
death. And his Father would give him the kingdom, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, and he should possess it forever and ever. Satan and sinners 
should be destroyed, never more to disturb Heaven, or the purified new earth. Jesus 
bade the heavenly host be reconciled to the plan that his Father accepted, and rejoice 
that fallen man could be exalted again through his death, to obtain favor with God and 
enjoy Heaven. 1SP 47.1

Then joy, inexpressible joy, filled Heaven. And the heavenly host sung a song of praise 
and adoration. They touched their harps and sung a note higher than they had done 
before, for the great mercy and condescension of God in yielding up his dearly Beloved 
to die for a race of rebels. Praise and adoration were poured forth for the self-denial 
and sacrifice of Jesus; that he would consent to leave the bosom of his Father, and 
choose a life of suffering and anguish, and die an ignominious death to give his life for 
others. 1SP 47.2

Said the angel, Think ye that the Father yielded up his dearly beloved Son without a 
struggle? No, no. It was even a struggle with the God of Heaven, whether to let guilty 
man perish, or to give his beloved Son to die for them. Angels were so interested for 
man's salvation that there could be found among them those who would yield their 
glory, and give their life for perishing man. But, said my accompanying angel, That 
would avail nothing. The transgression was so great that an angel's life would not pay 
the debt. Nothing but the death and intercessions of his Son would pay the debt, and 
save lost man from hopeless sorrow and misery. 1SP 48.1


But the work of the angels was assigned them, to ascend and descend with 
strengthening balm from glory to soothe the Son of God in his sufferings, and 
administer unto him. Also, their work would be to guard and keep the subjects of grace 
from the evil angels, and the darkness constantly thrown around them by Satan. I saw 
that it was impossible for God to alter or change his law, to save lost, perishing man; 
therefore he suffered his beloved Son to die for man's transgression. 1SP 48.2

Satan again rejoiced with his angels that he could, by causing man's fall, pull down the 
Son of God from his exalted position. He told his angels that when Jesus should take 
fallen man's nature, he could overpower him, and hinder the accomplishment of the 
plan of salvation. 1SP 48.3

I was then shown Satan as he was, a happy, exalted angel. Then I was shown him as 
he now is. He still bears a kingly form. His features are still noble, for he is an angel 
fallen. But the expression of his countenance is full of anxiety, care, unhappiness, 
malice, hate, mischief, deceit, and every evil. That brow which was once so noble, I 
particularly noticed. His forehead commenced from his eyes to recede backward. I saw 
that he had demeaned himself so long that every good quality was debased, and every 
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evil trait was developed. His eyes were cunning and sly, and showed great penetration. 
His frame was large; but the flesh hung loosely about his hands and face. As I beheld 
him, his chin was resting upon his left hand. He appeared to be in deep thought. A 
smile was upon his countenance, which made me tremble, it was so full of evil and 
Satanic slyness. This smile is the one he wears just before he makes sure of his victim; 
and as he fastens the victim in his snare, this smile grows horrible. 1SP 48.4


