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The Time Has Come 
For 4000 years, the angels, the unfallen worlds, and mankind had waited. Mothers and 
fathers had relayed the story to their children. One day the Messiah would come and 
be the sacrifice to save man from sin and selfishness. The tipping point in the plan of 
salvation had finally come.


John the Baptist boldly declared by the banks of the Jordan River “Behold the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make His paths straight” (Matthew 3:3), Upon hearing these words…Satan feared for 
the safety of his kingdom.


Nearly 30 years before, the angels rejoiced, the shepherds rejoiced, the wise men 
rejoiced, Mary and Joseph rejoiced. 


There was Jesus in Heaven before he descended to become one of us -  and he said 
the words of Hebrews 10:5 …”SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, 
BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME. 

This was the moment like that of Cortez and his men in 1519 when the Spanish Fleet 
landed on the shores of the new world. Cortez turns to them and says “BURN THE 
SHIPS” There is no going back now. 


Jesus was going to become one with the human family. 


Would it cost Jesus anything? Everything! He laid down his Omnipresence, never again 
to be able to be in more than one place at the same time. Fully Man, Fully God. 


All heaven was at risk!!! 

The time has come.  
The prophecy Daniel wrote down to the day 483 years earlier had come. Jesus is 30 
years old, the age when a man became of age to become a priest.


So Jesus walks up to John the Baptist - his cousin - and says “Baptize me” - John 
hesitates. But Jesus relays to John, this is why I’ve come. This is it John. I’m on a 
mission let’s not slow this down! 


What was the state of the World and Israel?  
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The world was under one government, most spoke one common language, everyone 
was obsessed with sports, the people were tired of religion and the dryness of it all. 
They wanted something fresh. Something that would revive their souls! 


From - The Signs of the Times January 10, 1900 Issue- we read - “Israel had been 
deceived and deluded by the demon of ambition. At that time they were under the 
Roman yoke, but they expected One to come who would establish a kingdom 
from which would exclude every other people on the earth. He was to break the 
heathen yoke, to lift up His people, and designate princes among them. All 
nations were to be summoned to appear before the One sent by God, and there 
called upon to surrender themselves or be consumed.


This is their expectation for the coming Messiah. This was John the Baptist’s similar 
expectation - of a coming king to regain the glory of Israel. 


Jesus steps out of the Jordan river — and walks - into the desert?! 

——————


Desert Experience - The Temptation 
Satan was on the ground at the time when Christ presented Himself to John for 
baptism. 


He heard the majestic voice resounding through heaven and echoing through the earth 
like peals of thunder. He saw the lightnings flash from the cloudless heavens, and 
heard the fearful words from Jehovah, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.”


The opening heavens, the voice of God addressing His Son, was like a death knell to 
Satan.


That Christ should leave heaven, and come to this world as a man, filled him with fear. 
He still didn’t understand why all this to save just one of the many planets.


Satan now feared that his earthly empire -was to be contested, his right disputed, and 
his power broken. He knew, through prophecy, the real nature of the Messiah. 


He knew a Saviour was predicted at this time - and that His kingdom would not be 
established in earthly triumph and with worldly honor and display. He knew that ancient 
prophecies foretold a kingdom to be established by the Prince of heaven upon the 
earth. 


He knew that everything which concerned his prosperity was pending upon his 
success or failure in overcoming Christ with his temptations at this moment - in 
the wilderness!
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Clearly in the negotiations in the Great Controversy - The Father and Satan had 
previously agreed to some terms of temptation and this event was on both of their 
calendars. 


But remember Christ had become a human, and laid down his glory! 


The Time Had Come 

Jesus humbled Himself and took man's nature after the race had wandered four 
thousand years from Eden, Sin had been making its terrible marks upon the race for 
ages.


Christ, in the wilderness of temptation, stood in Adam's place to bear the test he failed 
to endure. Here in the desert, Christ needed to overcome in the sinner's behalf, four 
thousand years after Adam turned his back upon the law of heaven. 


In order to elevate fallen man, Christ must reach him where he was.


Hebrews 2:17-18 ---17For this reason he had to be made like them, k fully 
human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the 
people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help 
those who are being tempted. 

Hebrews 4:15 —— 15  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted 
as we are, yet without sin. 

——

Before His Public Ministry: He must face The threefold test of temptation in behalf 
of those He had come to redeem. 

Not in a beautiful garden fully satisfied, fully loved were these tests to come -  but in a 
desert. 


1 John 2:16 - Lust of the flesh, Lust of the Eyes and the Pride of Life - the three 
elements where Adam had fallen - that through successful conflict He might break the 
power of Satan and redeem the race from the disgrace of the fall.


As soon as Christ entered the wilderness -  His appearance changed. 


The weight of the sins - of the selfishness of the world was pressing His soul


http://biblehub.com/hebrews/2-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/hebrews/2-18.htm
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All was lost when Adam yielded to the power of appetite. Christ knew that appetite had 
been and would be man's idol and leading him to forget God and standing directly in 
the way of his salvation. 


In the wilderness of temptation, Christ was without food forty days. And then 


A bright, beautiful, young angel appears. 


Claiming to be one of the angels from the throne of God, sent upon an errand of mercy 
to sympathize with Him and to relieve Him of His suffering condition. Satan begins to 
talk to Jesus —- 


“God doesn’t require you to pass through the self-denial and sufferings”


“I’ve been sent from heaven to tell you that the Father only designed to prove your 
willingness to endure.”


“ Like Abraham, You’ve been tested to show your perfect obedience.”


“I am the angel that stayed the hand of Abraham as the knife was raised to slay Isaac, 
and I’ve come now to save your life; that it was not necessary for Him to endure this 
painful hunger and death from starvation; and that he would help Him bear the work in 
the plan of salvation.


We are then told this angel “ pretended to doubt the divinity of Christ because of His 
appearance and unpleasant surroundings.”


Satan tells Christ that one of the exalted angels had been exiled to the earth, that 
Jesus appearance indicated that, instead of His being the king of heaven,           
He clearly was the fallen angel, and that this explained His emaciated and 
distressed appearance. 

He then called the attention of Christ to his own attractive appearance. 


Clothed with light and strong in power. He claimed to be a messenger direct from the 
throne of heaven, and asserted that he had a right to demand of Christ evidences of 
His being the Son of God.


Satan says” God would not leave His Son in this condition of want and suffering.”


Satan hopes to shake the confidence of Christ in His Father, who had permitted Him to 
be brought into this condition of extreme suffering in the desert, where the feet of man 
had never trod. Satan hopes that he could insinuate doubts as to His Father's love, 
which would find a lodgment in the mind of Christ, and that under the force of 
despondency and extreme hunger He would exert His miraculous power in His own 
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behalf and take Himself out of the hands of His heavenly Father. This was indeed a 
temptation to Christ.


He taunts Christ with being a poor representative of the angels, much less of their 
exalted Commander, the acknowledged King in the royal courts, and that His present 
appearance indicated that He was forsaken of God and man. 


He says that if Christ was indeed the Son of God, the monarch of heaven, He has 
power equal with God, and He could give him evidence of this and relieve His hunger 
by working a miracle, by changing the stone just at His feet into bread. Satan promised 
that if Christ would do this he would at once yield his claims of superiority, and that the 
contest between himself and Christ should there be forever ended.


How does Christ respond to all of this? He doesn’t - He doesn’t even appear to 
notice the taunts of Satan. 

He had condescended to take man's nature, and He was to suffer the 
inconveniences, ills, and afflictions of the human family. He was not to perform 
miracles on His own account; He came to save others. 

Fallen man when brought into difficult places could not have the power to work 
miracles on his own behalf, to save himself from pain or anguish, or to give himself 
victory over his enemies. It was the purpose of God to test and prove the race, and 
give them an opportunity to develop character by bringing them frequently into trying 
positions to test their faith and confidence in His love and power. The life of Christ 
was a perfect pattern. He was always by His example and teachings, teaching man 
that God was his dependence, and that in Him should be his faith and firm trust.


Temptation 1  

Adam was crowned king in Eden. He was given dominion over everything.


The first moral lesson given to Adam was that of self-denial. “Of everything you may 
eat except that one tree.” 


After Satan had succeeded in overcoming Adam and Eve, he claimed that their Eden 
home was now his. He proudly boasted that the world which God had made was 
his dominion now; that having conquered Adam, the monarch of the world, he 
had gained the race as his subjects, and should now possess Eden, making that 
his headquarters, and would there establish his throne and be king of the world. 

Satan would now have unlimited control over the race unless a mightier being than was 
Satan before his fall, should take the field, conquer him, and ransom man.
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Christ consented to leave His honor, His kingly authority, His glory with the Father, and 
humble Himself to humanity, and engage in contest with the mighty prince of darkness. 


The work of redemption could be carried out only by the Redeemer taking the place of 
fallen Adam. With the sins of the world laid upon Him, He would go over the ground 
where Adam stumbled. He would bear a test infinitely more severe than that which 
Adam failed to endure.


He would overcome on man's account, and conquer the tempter, that, through His 
obedience, His purity of character and steadfast integrity, His righteousness might be 
imputed to man, that, through His name, man might overcome the foe on his own 
account.


Satan knew that if Christ was indeed the Son of God,  - That Satan’s kingdom was 
threatened. 


He remembered the words which Jesus addressed to him when he was summoned 
into His presence with Adam and Eve, —“I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed. It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” The Gospel - in a nutshell. 


When Satan challenged Jesus to turn a stone into bread to satisfy his appetite - Jesus 
repulsed Satan with the same scripture He had given Moses —-“Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”


Temptation 2  
in order to awe Christ with his superior strength he carried Him to Jerusalem and set 
Him on a pinnacle of the Temple, and continued the temptations. He again demanded 
of Christ that, if He was indeed the Son of God, to give him evidence by casting 
Himself from the height upon which he had placed Him. He urged Christ to show His 
confidence in the preserving care of His Father by casting Himself down from the 
Temple.


In Satan's first temptation upon the point of appetite he had tried to insinuate doubts in 
regard to God's love and care for Christ as His Son, by presenting His surroundings 
and His hunger as an evidence that He was not in favor with God. He was 
unsuccessful in this. He next tried to take advantage of the faith and perfect trust 
Christ had shown in His heavenly Father, to urge Him to presumption. “If thou be the 
Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge 
concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 
thy foot against a stone.” Jesus promptly answered, “It is written again, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God.”
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Satan exercised his power of hypnotism he strove to exercise it over Christ. But after 
the word of Scripture was quoted, Satan knew that he had no chance of triumphing.— 
The Bible Commentary volume 5: p.1081


Temptation 3  
In the first two great temptations Satan had not revealed his true purposes or his 
character; he claimed to be an exalted messenger from the courts of heaven, but he 
now throws off his disguise. In a panoramic view he presented before Christ all the 
kingdoms of the world in the most attractive light, while he claimed to be the prince of 
the world. Con 52


This last temptation was the most alluring of the three.


Satan brought all his strength to bear upon this last temptation; for this last effort was 
to decide his destiny as to who should be victor. He claimed the world as his dominion, 
and that he was the prince of the power of the air.


He bore Jesus to the top of an exceeding high mountain, and then in a panoramic view 
presented before Him all the kingdoms of the world that had been so long under his 
dominion, and offered them to Him in one great gift. He told Christ that He could come 
into possession of all these kingdoms without suffering or peril. Satan promises to yield 
his scepter and dominion, and to make Christ the rightful Ruler, for one favor from 
Him. All he requires in return for making over to Him the kingdoms of the world that 
day presented before Him, is that Christ should worship and honor him as his superior.


The eye of Jesus for a moment rested upon the glory presented before Him; but He 
turned away and refused to look upon the entrancing spectacle. 


And Jesus says in Matthew 4:10 - “Get away from me, Satan!” “For it is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”


Christ's victory in the wilderness was as complete as was the failure of Adam.


He falls upon the ground as though dying. Heavenly angels who had been watching 
their beloved Commander, and with amazement had witnessed the terrible contest He 
had endured with Satan, now came and ministered unto Him. They prepared Him food 
and strengthened Him and encouraged him that all heaven was celebrating the victory 
of man! 


—————-


John the Baptist 



�  of �8 11

Jesus and John had begun their ministry within months of each other. Their whole lives 
nearly 30 years had been in preparation for this moment. John was bold and spoke 
with the courage and power of Elijah. 


But after only 6 months of public ministry things changed…


From the Desire of Ages - “And now from his dungeon he watched for the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah to cast down the pride of the oppressor, and to deliver the poor 
and him that cried. But Jesus seemed to content healing and teaching the people 
and even eating at the tables of the publicans 

To the desert prophet all this seemed a mystery beyond his fathoming. There 
were hours when the whisperings of demons tortured his spirit, and the shadow 
of a terrible fear crept over him. Could it be that the long-hoped-for Deliverer had 
not yet appeared?  

For the success of this mission his whole life had been sacrificed. Had it been in 
vain? 

Though no miraculous deliverance was granted John, he was not forsaken. He was 
being visited by heavenly angels, who opened to him the prophecies concerning 
Christ, and the precious promises of Scripture.


—————-—————-—————-—————-—————-—————-


Jesus Public Ministry 
Blessing others continually. He heals, he does nothing for his own glory or benefit. 

Disciples striving for the highest place  

Who Shall Be First?!  

The strife for the highest place was the outworking of that same spirit which was the 
beginning of the great controversy —-Lucifer had said, “I will be like the Most High” -
Isaiah 14


—————-—————-—————-—————-—————-—————-


Gethesemane  
As Jesus entered the garden of Gethsemane, He feared that in His human nature He 
would be unable to endure the coming conflict with the powers of darkness. In the 
wilderness of temptation the destiny of the human race had been at stake. Christ was 
then conqueror. 
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Now Satan - the Tempter -  had come for the last struggle. For this night, he had been 
preparing during the three years of Christ's ministry. Everything was at stake. If he 
failed here, all was lost; the kingdoms of the world would finally become Christ's; he 
himself would be overthrown and cast out. 


But if Christ could be overcome, the earth would become Satan's kingdom, and the 
human race would be forever in his power. 


Satan begins whispering to Jesus that if He became the surety for a sinful world, the 
separation from His Father and all of heaven would be eternal.


What would be be gained by this sacrifice anyway? Look at the how ungrateful man is! 


Satan continued “The people who claim to be above all others in temporal and spiritual 
advantages have rejected You. They are seeking to destroy You, the foundation, the 
center and seal of the promises made to them as a peculiar people. One of Your own 
disciples, who has listened to Your instruction, and has been among the foremost in 
church activities, will betray You. 


One of Your most zealous followers will deny You. All will forsake You. Christ's whole 
being shuttered. The conflict was terrible. The guilt of a world lying in wickedness. The 
sins of men weighed heavily upon Christ, and the sense of God's wrath against sin was 
crushing out His life. DA 687.1


He is struggling and praying and drops of blood are being sweated out. He is in agony! 


He prays 3 times and then One last time - a decision must be made - will he save 
man? 


If there is no other way - Yes. He says Yes. 


All the angels….all the unfallen worlds watching this garden of gethsemane. It all began 
in a garden and now the fate of the race would be decided in a garden. Thousands of 
demons are surrounding Jesus with Satan close by the saviour whispering words of 
doubt and discouragement. Then Gabriel, the one who took Lucifer’s place now comes 
to encourage Jesus. Encouraged him! 


He’s taken off to be falsely accused and condemned to die! 


2 potential sacrifices -  
Give us Barabbas , the murderer - son of our father 

John 8:44 —  You are of your father the devil,


Calvary 
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Crowds lined the streets - mocking him as he carried the cross! 


As Jesus hands and feet are being nailed to this tree, this cross - he is heard praying 
for those. Like Moses interceding for Israel long ago. 


Screams cry out - Others you have saved - SAVE YOURSELF!!! The temptations from 
Lucifer and the angels were being shouted by the crowd - if you are the son of God, if . 
If…if…


Finally he cries out Father - why have you forsaken me? 


Satan with his fierce temptations wrung the heart of Jesus. The Saviour could not 
see through the portals of the tomb. Hope did not present to Him His coming 
forth from the grave a conqueror, or tell Him of the Father's acceptance of the 
sacrifice. He feared that sin was so offensive to God that Their separation was to 
be eternal.  

But then says “Into your hands I commit my spirit’ -  ‘It is Finished’ 


All was quiet. Heaven was empty. The Father and all the angels were around the cross. 
Satan and all the demons were there. Even nature was a witness. 


Satan and his political campaign to change the government of God has been defeated. 
The crown of earth is now Christ’s 


From what the Library of Congress has deemed the greatest work on the life of Christ - 
The Desire of Ages -we read— “Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan 
clearly revealed to the angels or to the unfallen worlds. The archapostate had so 
clothed himself with deception that even holy beings had not understood his principles. 
They had not clearly seen the nature of his rebellion.”


Time had been given for both of the opposing principles to play out - 


From the same book -We Read -  “At the cross of Calvary, love and selfishness stood 
face to face. Here was their crowning manifestation.”

Satan saw that his disguise was torn away. His administration was laid open before the 
unfallen angels and before the heavenly universe. He had revealed himself as a 
murderer.


By shedding the blood of the Son of God, he had uprooted himself from the 
sympathies of the heavenly beings. From now on his work was restricted. Whatever 
attitude he might assume, he could no longer await the angels as they came from the 
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heavenly courts…The last link of sympathy between Satan and the heavenly world was 
broken.


What was going on in the minds of the unfallen worlds and of the angels? 

When Christ in His agony upon the cross cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30), a shout 
of triumph rang through every world and through heaven itself. The great contest that 
had been so long in progress in this world was now decided, and Christ was 
conqueror. His death had answered the question whether the Father and the Son had 
sufficient love for man to exercise self-denial and a spirit of sacrifice. Satan had 
revealed his true character as a liar and a murderer. It was seen that the very same 
spirit with which he had ruled the children of men who were under his power, he would 
have manifested if permitted to control the intelligences of heaven. With one voice the 
loyal universe united in extolling the divine administration.


Satan's lying charges against the divine character and government appeared in their 
true light. He had accused God of seeking merely the exaltation of Himself in requiring 
submission and obedience from His creatures, and had declared that, while the Creator 
exacted self-denial from all others, He Himself practiced no self-denial and made no 
sacrifice. Now it was seen that for the salvation of a fallen and sinful race, the Ruler of 
the universe had made the greatest sacrifice which love could make; for “God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” 2 Corinthians 5:19. It was seen, also, that 
while Lucifer had opened the door for the entrance of sin by his desire for honor and 
supremacy, Christ had, in order to destroy sin, humbled Himself and become obedient 
unto death.


But even after Jesus died, Satan was not then destroyed. The angels did not even then 
understand all that was involved in the great controversy. The principles at stake were 
to be more fully revealed. And for the sake of man, Satan's existence must be 
continued. Man as well as angels must see the contrast between the Prince of light and 
the prince of darkness.


But it was not merely to accomplish the redemption of man that Christ came to the 
earth to suffer and to die. He came to “magnify the law” and to “make it honorable.” 
Not alone that the inhabitants of this world might regard the law as it should be 
regarded; but it was to demonstrate to all the worlds of the universe that God's law is 
unchangeable. 


It proved that Justice and Mercy are the foundation of the law and government of God.


The Resurrection 
——————


