
The Truth 
about Hell

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, 
behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; 
and have the keys of hell and of death. 

Rev 1:18



Barna Poll
A Barna poll indicated that 76% of 
Americans believed in Heaven and 
71% believed in Hell. Of those who 
believe in Heaven 50% believe you 

can get there without accepting 
Christ as Savior:

76%
of believed in 

Heaven 

71%
believed in Hell
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Idea of hell 
originates 

in the bible

50+ verses
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• Psalm 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all 
the nations that forget God.

• Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death.

• Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life 
eternal.

• 2 Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power;

• Matthew 13:50 And shall cast them into the furnace 
of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.



Dark ages 
fueled the 

doctrine of 
eternal 

suffering
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Selling of 
indulgences
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Indulgence 
issued by the 
papacy as a 

means of 
raising 

money for the 
pilgrim 

shrine of St. 
James
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Pope Leo X 
wanted to 

build a new 
Basilica

8

Indulgence: payment or service in 
exchange for freedom of 

punishments after death for sins 
committed during life.



“they suffer 
unutterable 

anguish”
9

Now the prince of darkness, working through his agents, 
represents God as a revengeful tyrant, declaring that He 
plunges into hell all those who do not please Him, and 
causes them ever to feel His wrath; and that while they 
suffer unutterable anguish and writhe in the eternal 
flames, their Creator looks down upon them with 
satisfaction. {GC 534.1}



“How long, 
O Lord, how 

long?”

10

“In my mind the justice of God eclipsed His mercy 
and love. The mental anguish I passed through at 

this time was very great. I had been taught to 
believe in an eternally burning hell; and as I 
thought of the wretched state of the sinner 

without God, without hope, I was in deep despair. 
I feared that I should be lost, and that I should live 

throughout eternity suffering a living death. The 
horrifying thought was ever before me, that my 

sins were too great to be forgiven, and that I 
should be forever lost.” {LS 29.3}



The bible is clear
Death is a sleep

Dead know nothing

Everlasting torment 
goes against God’s 

character

After the judgement 
the unjust will be cast 
to lake of fire and be 

destroyed

1 2

4

The wages of sin is death. But God, 
who alone is immortal, will grant 

eternal life to His redeemed. Until 
that day death is an unconscious 

state for all people.

11

(Job 19:25-27; Ps. 146:3, 4; Eccl. 9:5, 6, 10; Dan. 12:2, 13; Isa. 25:8; John 5:28, 29; 11:11-14; Rom. 6:23; 
6:16; 1 Cor. 15:51-54; Col. 3:4; 1 Thess. 4:13-17; 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 20:1-10.)

There is a resurrection 
when Jesus comes 

again
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Death is a 
sleep

12

• "But man dies and lies prostrate Man expires, and 
where is he? "As water evaporates from the sea, And a 
river becomes parched and dried up, So man lies down 
and does not rise. Until the heavens are no longer, He 
will not awake nor be aroused out of his sleep. Job 
14:10-12

• Consider and answer me, O LORD my God; Enlighten 
my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, Psalm 13:3

• This He said, and after that He said to them, "Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I go, so that I may 
awaken him out of sleep.  Acts 7:60

• For the living know that they shall die: but the dead 
know not any thing, neither have they any more a 
reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Ecc 9:5



Eternal 
torment not 
in line with 

the  
character of 

God
13

It is beyond the power of the human mind to 
estimate the evil which has been wrought by 
the heresy of eternal torment. The religion of 
the Bible, full of love and goodness, and 
abounding in compassion, is darkened by 
superstition and clothed with terror. When we 
consider in what false colors Satan has painted 
the character of God, can we wonder that our 
merciful Creator is feared, dreaded, and even 
hated? The appalling views of God which have 
spread over the world from the teachings of the 
pulpit have made thousands, yes, millions, of 
skeptics and infidels. 

--The Great Controversy 536.2



There will 
be a literal 

resurrection
14

• For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

• In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 1 
Corinthians 15:52 



Final 
judgment

15

• And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works. Revelation 
20:12

• And whosoever was not found written in 
the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire. Revelation 20:15 

• And the smoke of their torment ascendeth
up for ever and ever: and they have no rest 
day nor night, who worship the beast and 
his image, and whosoever receiveth the 
mark of his name. Revelation 14:11 



Time Period 
with start 

and end

αἰών
aiōn

G165

From Age to Age (prescribed time period)

• And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever 
and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who 
worship the beast and his image, and whosoever 
receiveth the mark of his name. Revelation 14:11 

Ages
• Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 

throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. Eph 3:21

• Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the age. Amen. Mat 28:20
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• For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto 
the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her 
increase, and set on fire the foundations of the 
mountains. Deu 32:22 

• It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper 
than hell; what canst thou know? Job 11:8

• For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast 
delivered my soul from the lowest hell. Psa 86:13 

• The way of life is above to the wise, that he may 
depart from hell beneath. Pro 15:24 

• And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. Mat 16:18

Context as 
the grave but 

also a place 
beneath with 

levels and 
gates.



And the angels 
which kept not 

their first estate, 
but left their own 

habitation, he 
hath reserved in 

everlasting chains 
under darkness 

unto the judgment 
of the great day.; 

Jude 1:6
18



If heaven is 
perfect and 

you are cast 
out…where 
do you go?

19

• This then is the message which we have heard of him, 
and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is 
no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5

• Revelation 21:23,25  And the city had no need of the 
sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of 
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof…. 
25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for 
there shall be no night there.



For if God spared 
not the angels that 

sinned, but 
cast them down 

to hell, and 
delivered them

into chains of 
darkness, to be 

reserved unto 
judgment; 

2Peter 2:4
20



Gates 
require keys

Heaven has keys

• And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Matthew 16:19

Hell has keys

• I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and 
of death. Revelation 1:18
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Yet thou 
shalt be 
brought 

down to hell, 
to the sides of 

the pit.
22

Isaiah 14: 12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut 
down to the ground, which didst weaken the 
nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I 
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the 
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north: 14 I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most High. 15 Yet thou 
shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of 
the pit.



Bottomless Pit

The Deep

Abyss 

all the same

That the expression “bottomless pit” represents the earth in a state of 
confusion and darkness is evident from other scriptures. Concerning 
the condition of the earth “in the beginning,” the Bible record says that 
it “was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep.” The Hebrew word here translated “deep” is rendered in the 
Septuagint (Greek) translation of the Hebrew Old Testament by the 
same word rendered “bottomless pit” In Revelation 20:1-3.] Genesis 
1:2. Prophecy teaches that it will be brought back, partially at least, to 
this condition. Looking forward to the great day of God, the prophet 
Jeremiah declares: “I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and 
void; and the heavens, and they had no light. I beheld the mountains, 
and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, 
there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, 
and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof 
were broken down.” Jeremiah 4:23-26. {GC 658.3}

Here is to be the home of Satan with his evil angels for a thousand 
years. Limited to the earth, he will not have access to other worlds to 
tempt and annoy those who have never fallen. It is in this sense that he 
is bound: there are none remaining, upon whom he can exercise his 
power. He is wholly cut off from the work of deception and ruin which 
for so many centuries has been his sole delight. {GC 659.1}



Our world 
was created 

after
Satan’s Fall

24

The loyal angels mourned the fate of 
those who had been their companions in 
happiness and bliss. Their loss was felt in 
heaven. The Father consulted Jesus in 
regard to at once carrying out their 
purpose to make man to inhabit the 
earth.
—The Signs of the Times, January 9, 1879. {TA 47.3}
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And the earth was without form, and void; and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters. Gen 1:2

Creation 
begins in 
darkness Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. Gen 1:3

And God saw the light, that it was good; and God 
divided the light from the darkness. Gen 1:4

God called the light Day, and the darkness He 
called Night. So the evening and the morning were 
the first day. Gen 1:5



The Domain 
of Darkness

• Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.

• Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, …

• Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power 
of darkness,…

• Your acquaintances who are utterly averse to spiritual 
things, are not refined, ennobled, and elevated by the 
practice of the truth. They are not under the 
leadership of Christ, but under the black 
banner of the prince of darkness. {CSA 49.6}



27And God saw the light, that it was good; and God 
divided the light from the darkness. Gen 1:4



Beginning 
and end of 

time

• Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the [ages] worlds;

• Hebrews 11:3 Through faith we 

understand that the [ages] worlds were framed by 
the word of God, so that things which are seen were 
not made of things which do appear.

Eternity Past Eternity FutureAges of our World
Human Race

About 7,000 Yrs

Great Controversy Great Controversy Ended



The end of 
“the age” 

time
29

• Mat 13:39 “The enemy who sowed them is the devil, 
the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 
the angels.

• Mat 13:49 “So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come forth, separate the wicked from 
among the just,

• Mat 24:3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when 
will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your 
coming, and of the end of the age?”

• Mat 28:20 “teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” Amen.



Satan’s 
prison 
house

30

6000 years

For 6000 years Satan’s prison-house has received God’s 
people, but Christ has broken his bonds and set the 
prisoners free. Alone with his evil angels he realizes the 
effect of sin: “The kings of the nations, even all of them, 
lie in glory, every one in his own house.  But thou art cast 
out of thy grave like an abominable branch. ... Thou shalt 
not be joined with them in burial, because thou hast 
destroyed thy land, and slain thy people.” Isaiah 14:18-
20. {HF 399.1}

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, 
behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; 
and have the keys of hell and of death. 
Rev 1:18



For I think that God 
hath set forth us the 
apostles last, as it 
were appointed to 
death: for we are 
made a spectacle 
unto the world, and 
to angels, and to 
men.1 Corinthians 4:9



other worlds 
watch with 

intense 
interest

32

The angels and the holy inhabitants of other worlds 
watch with intense interest the events taking place on 
this earth. Now as the close of the great controversy 
between Christ and Satan draws near, the heavenly host 
behold men trampling upon the law of Jehovah, making 
void the memorial of God,—the sign between Him and 
His commandment-keeping people,—setting it aside as a 
thing of naught, something to be despised, while the 
rival sabbath is exalted. They see men claiming to be 
Christians, calling upon the world to observe this 
spurious sabbath that they have made. 

ST February 22, 1910, par. 3



The end to 
hell and 

death
33

And death and hell were 
cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death.   
Revelation 20:14 



Dwelling 
among 

devouring, 
everlasting 

fire
34

The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised 
the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the 
devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings?  He that walketh righteously, and 
speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of 
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of 
bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and 
shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;  

Isaiah 33:14-15
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we get the privilege to choose

God is ever seeking to bring human minds into association with the divine. He offers us the 
privilege of co-operation with Christ in revealing His grace to the world, that we may receive an 

increased knowledge of heavenly things. ST May 28, 1902, par. 6
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